
APRIL 2026
NISAN — IYYAR 5786



April Shofar

2 | April 2026 Beth Tzedec Congregation

Wednesday, April 1
Erev Pesach—Office Closed at 12:00pm
Candle lighting: 7:51pm

Thursday, April 2
Pesach I—Office Closed
5:30pm Second Night Seder
Candle lighting: 9:02pm

Friday, April 3
Pesach II
Candle lighting: 7:54pm
TORAH: Shabbat Chol HaMoed

Saturday, April 4
Pesach III
Havdalah: 9:06pm

Sunday, April 5
Pesach IV

Monday, April 6
Pesach V

Tuesday, April 7
Pesach VI
Candle lighting: 8:01pm

Wednesday, April 8
Pesach VII—Office Closed
Candle lighting: 9:13pm

Thursday, April 9
Pesach VIII—Office Closed
10:30am Yizkor Service
Havdalah: 9:15pm

Friday, April 10
Candle lighting: 8:06pm
TORAH: Shemini

Saturday, April 11
Liam Grintuch’s Bar Mitzvah
Havdalah: 9:19pm

Sunday, April 12
10:00am Shul School
10:30am Judaism 201

Monday, April 13
3:30pm Homework Club
7:30pmYomHashoah Commemoration

Tuesday, April 14
3:30pm Homework Club

Wednesday, April 15
3:30pm Homework Club
7:00pm Board Meeting

Thursday, April 16
3:30pm Homework Club
6:30pm Keruv Class

Friday, April 17
5:30pm Family Shabbat Dinner
Candle lighting: 8:17pm
TORAH: Tazria-Metzora

Saturday, April 18
Havdalah: 9:32pm

Sunday, April 19
10:00am B’nai Mitzvah Class
10:00am Shul School

Monday, April 20
3:30pm Homework Club

Tuesday, April 21
3:30pm Homework Club

Wednesday, April 22
3:30pm Homework Club

Friday, April 24
Candle lighting: 8:29pm
TORAH: Aharei Mot-Kedoshim

Saturday, April 25
Havdalah: 9:45pm

Sunday, April 26
10:00am Shul School
10:30am Judaism 201

Monday, April 27
3:30pm Homework Club

Tuesday, April 28
3:30pm Homework Club

Wednesday, April 29
3:30pm Homework Club

Thursday, April 30
3:30pm Homework Club
7:30pm What’s Rabbi Reading?

Calendar Highlights
Calendar Highlights
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Executive
President
Jeffrey Dworkin
Vice President
Maxine Fischbein
Vice President & Treasurer
David Inhaber
Vice President
Lorne Pearl
Secretary
Gabriel Finn

Board of Directors
Josh Inhaber
Klara Meyers
Matt Nelson
Josh Groberman

Synagogue Professionals & Staff
Senior Rabbi and Cantor
Rabbi Cantor Russell G. Jayne
Executive Director
Jennifer Girvitz
Hazzan Sheini
Elliott Steinberg
Memorial Park Manager
Max Lipsman
Director of Marketing
Linda Dow
Accounting
Ken Hillaby
Youth Education Lead
Hanit Jacobs
Office Manager
Jennifer Preece
Assistant to Rabbi Russ
and Shamash
Holly Shifrah
Operations
Robert Preece
Operations
Adi Charikar
Executive Chef
Akiba Charikar

Beth Tzedec gratefully acknowledges
the generous support provided

by major endowment gifts, including:

Steven Blitz Endowment Fund

Leo & Goldie Sheftel Rabbinical Chair

Norman & Beulah Martin Cantorial Chair

The Cyngiser Family
Jewish Film Festival Fund
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Of all the rituals in the Jewish
holiday cycle, the Passover Seder may
be the most remarkable. It is not
usually conducted in the synagogue,
nor is it usually led by clergy. Instead,
it unfolds around dining room tables,
led by hosts and guests who
transform an ordinary meal into one
of Judaism’s most powerful acts of
teaching.

For thousands of years, Jewish
families have gathered every spring to
tell the story of the Exodus from
Egypt. Our journey from slavery to
freedom, and our birth as a people
bound together by memory and
covenant. Yet the genius of the Seder
lies not simply in the story we are
telling, but in how the story is told.

Rather than presenting the Exodus
as a lecture or historical account, the
Seder turns this pivotal moment into
an experience. We taste bitterness
through the maror, recalling the
harshness of slavery. We dip
vegetables into salt water to
remember tears. We recline like free
people, celebrating a dignity restored.
Every element of the table becomes a
teaching tool.

The Seder is, in many ways,
Judaism’s original classroom.

And, what makes this classroom
unique is its emphasis on curiosity.
The evening begins with

questions—famously asked by the
youngest participant, “Why is this
night different from all other nights?”
The Haggadah does not discourage
these questions; rather, it invites
them. Jewish tradition understands
that identity is not formed through
passive listening, but through
engagement, wonder, and
conversation.

In fact, the ancient rabbis
structured the Seder so that children
would notice things that seem
unusual. Why are we eating matzah
instead of bread? Why are we dipping
food? Why are we reclining while
eating? These small disruptions spark
curiosity and invite discussion. The
goal is not simply to transmit
information, but to cultivate a living
relationship with the Jewish story.

And that story is meant to feel
personal.

The Haggadah teaches that in
every generation, each person must
see themselves as if they personally
came out of Egypt. It is this
instruction that transforms the
Exodus from distant history into lived
memory. The Seder asks us not only to
remember our ancestors’ journey, but
to imagine our own place within it.

And that act of imaginative
empathy is one of the most powerful
tools for preserving Jewish identity

Rabbi Cantor's Corner

By Rabbi Cantor Russell G. Jayne
Leo & Goldie Sheftel Rabbinical Chair | Norman & Beulah Martin Cantorial Chair

The Seder Table:
Judaism's Original Classroom
The Passover story reminds us that our people were
not formedmerely by ideas, but by a collective journey.
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Rabbi Cantor's Corner

and for building a bridge between
generations. A child sitting at a Seder
table in Calgary or Edmonton today is
participating in the same ritual that
shaped their grandparents and great-
grandparents. Through this simple act
of telling the story together, Jewish
continuity is renewed and
strengthened.

And, perhaps, that is the deeper
wisdom of the Seder. Identity is
strengthened not only through belief,
but through shared experience.

The Passover story reminds us that
our people were not formed merely
by ideas, but by a collective journey.
And it is one that continues to shape
our values today. The memory of
slavery teaches empathy. The
experience of liberation inspires

gratitude. And the act of telling the
story together reinforces the bonds of
peoplehood.

In a world that often feels
fragmented and fast-moving, the
Seder invites us to slow down. It asks
us to gather around the table, listen to
one another’s questions, and
remember the story that binds us
together as a people.

May our Seders this year be filled
with thoughtful questions, lively
discussion, and the joy of sharing our
tradition with the next generation.
And may our people, through story,
symbol, and conversation make our
ancient journey from slavery to
freedom come alive once again.

Chag Pesach Sameach.

https://bethtzedec.ca/event/community-yom-hashoah-commemoration/
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As Passover approaches, many of
us are getting ready for one of the
most familiar and meaningful
traditions in Jewish life: the Seder. It’s
a holiday that lives, first and foremost,
in our homes—around our own tables,
with family recipes, well-worn
Haggadot, and the rhythms and
rituals we return to year after year.

And yet, Passover has always been
about more than what happens
within our own four walls. It’s also
about how we carry these traditions
forward together.

At Beth Tzedec, our Second Night
Seder has become one of those
moments where community really
comes into focus. It brings together
people from all different backgrounds
and circumstances—families, couples,
individuals—each person showing up
with their own connection to the
story, and helping to create
something shared.

There’s something especially
meaningful about that in a place

where many of us don’t take Jewish
community for granted. Living as part
of a broader minority, it can
sometimes feel like the responsibility
to hold onto our traditions rests on
each of us individually. But gatherings
like this are a reminder that we’re not
doing it alone. We’re part of
something bigger.

When we sit around those tables
together—asking the questions,
singing the songs, telling the same
ancient story—we’re not just
remembering where we came from.
We’re actively choosing to keep that
story alive, in a very real and present
way.

As you prepare for Passover in your
own home, I hope you also take a
moment to reflect on the role
community plays in your Jewish life.
Both matter. Both are part of what
has sustained us for generations.

Wishing you and your family a
meaningful and joyful Passover. Chag
Pesach Sameach.

From the Director's Desk

By Jennifer Girvitz
Executive Director, Beth Tzedec Congregation

Celebrating Pesach:
At Home and in Community
Living as part of a broader minority, it can sometimes
feel like the responsibility to hold onto our traditions
rests on each of us individually.

https://bethtzedec.ca/donations-and-tributes/tribute-cards/
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National Minyan League Update

Passover is a time when family
takes center stage. We gather around
the Seder table to retell our shared
story, pass traditions from generation
to generation, and reconnect with one
another through ritual, memory, and
meaning. Whether our tables are
large or small, the heart of Passover is
togetherness.

At NML, we understand that family
extends beyond our homes. Our
minyan is a family too—one built on
shared values, mutual support, and
the power of coming together in
prayer. Just as the Seder reminds us
that no one should be left out, our
minyan reminds us that every person

counts and every presence matters.
During Passover, when many of us

are surrounded by loved ones, we are
reminded of the importance of
community all year long. Showing up
for minyan—especially during busy
holidays—strengthens our collective
spirit and ensures that no one stands
alone at moments that matter most.

As we celebrate Passover with our
families, may we also take pride in the
NML family we continue to build
together. May our shared prayers, like
our shared stories, connect us across
generations and deepen our sense of
belonging.

Chag Pesach Sameach.

Passover: Gathering as Family,
Strengthed as Community
During Passover, when many of us are surrounded by
loved ones, we are reminded of the importance of
community all year long.

By Susan Inhaber (and ChatGPT)
Commissioner, National Minyan League

NATIONAL MINYAN LEAGUE: APRIL BONUS DATES
Sunday, April 12 | Sunday, April 19 | Sunday, April 26

Wednesday, April 29 | Thursday, April 30

mailto:info@bethtzedec.ca
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How long have you been involved
with Beth Tzedec? Since 2012.

What brought you to our
congregation?
My wife is Jewish, and after we got
married, while I had no intention of
converting, I wanted to ensure our
children would be raised Jewish. So I
attended Keruv classes to learn more
about the culture and religion. I found
a connection within the community
and was drawn toward the religious
aspects as well and ultimately
converted.

What roles or volunteer activities
have you taken part in over the
years? I joined the Board in 2025 and
have taken on the role of Youth and
Family. Currently, I am working on my
Graduate research project in
collaboration with Beth Tzedec,
focusing on Youth Leadership.
Ultimately, I hope to work with Youth
and Family to strengthen
programming that aligns with what
they hope to get out of the
community.

What do you enjoy most about
volunteering at Beth Tzedec? For me,
volunteering is one of the greatest
ways to give back to communities.
Many organizations, such as Beth
Tzedec, rely on volunteers to minimize

costs while also
creating
meaningful
connections. It
is about having
the opportunity
to connect with
our members
and build a
member-
focused
community that
people want to
belong to.'

Is there a particular project, event or
moment that stands out to you?
Right now, it is being on the Board,
having the opportunity to meet with
members, and bringing a voice to the
Board on the future of Beth Tzedec.

What’s something people might not
realize about the work you do? I am a
strong advocate for Youth and believe
they are an untapped resource in our
communities. I believe that working
together across generations, we can
create a sustainable future for the
many generations of members to
come.

What do you do outside of
synagogue life? After over 15 years
working in corporate, I have shifted
toward entrepreneurship and am

Volunteer Spotlight

Volunteer Spotlight: Matt Nelson
Since first becoming involved with Beth Tzedec in 2012, Matt Nelson has built a
deep and meaningful connection to the community—one that began
through his family’s Jewish journey and grew into a personal commitment to
Jewish life and learning. What started as an effort to support raising Jewish
children ultimately led Matt to conversion, and today, his passion for
community-building, youth engagement, and leadership continues to shape
his volunteer work and vision for the congregation’s future.
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Volunteer Spotlight

building a coaching and consulting
business focused on talent and
leadership development. When I am
not working on that, I enjoy spending
time with my wife, two kids and three
dogs. We love nerding out to Star
Wars, Harry Potter movies or classics
like Indiana Jones. On weekends, we
enjoy getting outside, walking our
dogs, or taking a trip to the
mountains to explore nature. One of
my biggest passions is food, and you
will often find me in the kitchen
spoiling my family with an
international culinary experience or a
fresh loaf of artisan sourdough bread
(and fresh challah on Fridays).

Do you have a favourite Jewish
holiday, tradition, or memory
connected to Beth Tzedec? One of
my favourite memories was when
Beth Tzedec hosted a Purim
celebration with a traditionalmegillah
reading in the sanctuary, followed by
an adults-only casino in the basement

and a kids party upstairs. Not only was
it a fun opportunity to learn some new
skills, but it felt like it really brought
the community together.

What does being part of this kehillah
mean to you? For me, it is about
being there for each other and
supporting each other through life's
stages. Whether that means starting
a conversation with someone new or
having someone over for Shabbat
dinner. No matter what, it comes to
connection and knowing that, when
you might need something, you have
a community to support you. Just as
you would support them.

Coffee or tea? Coffee—black.

Bagels or babka? Both, but not at the
same time.

What’s something that always
makes you smile? Seeing the
community coming together.

https://bethtzedec.ca/event/family-shabbat-dinner/2026-04-17/
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Don't Miss a Moment of Fun
Contact info@bethtzedec.ca to ensure you're receiving our weekly email newsletter.

Programs and B'nai Mitzvah

Family Shabbat Dinner
Friday, April 17
5:30pm to 8:30pm
Start your Shabbat off right with
Family Shabbat dinner at Beth
Tzedec, filled with ruach (spirit) and
kehillah (community). Join at 5:30pm
for an interactive Shabbat-inspired
program with singing, fun, and
stories. Then, enjoy a shul-cooked
dinner together with family and
friends at 6:00pm. Click here to
register

What's Rabbi Reading?:
Thursday, April 30
7:30pm to 9:00pm
Join us at Masala Art for monthly
conversation, good food, and
community as we explore Jewish
literature together. Please stay tuned
for our April book announcement.
Click here to register and learn more.

Programs and Events

Natalia Oppenheim
Saturday, February 28

Mazel Tov to Our Recent B'nai Mitzvah Students!
We've celebrated several recent B'nai Mitzvah at Beth Tzedec.
Please join us in congratulating our students and their families!

Ted Feldman
Saturday, March 21

Max Switzer
Saturday, March 14

https://bethtzedec.ca/event/family-shabbat-dinner/2026-04-17/
https://bethtzedec.ca/event/whats-rabbi-reading-the-beth-tzedec-book-club-6/
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Photos from Our Purim Celebrations

Purim Fun at Beth Tzedec
We celebrated Purim at Beth Tzedec with our annual Family Purim
Carnival and Purim Shpiel & Dinner! We shared silliness, snacks, and the
sacred obligations of the season.
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Funding the Future of Beth Tzedec

Todah rabah to the following individuals and families who have made
personal commitments to the future of the Beth Tzedec Community.

Bill & Randi Aaron
Judy Adler

Karen Ashkin
Izroel & Khana Barmazel
Chris & Judi Baron-Bown
Robert & Marcie Barsky

Valerie Barsky
Claire Berman

David & Sonia Bickman
Lou & Val Bracey

Akiba & Yerusha Charikar
Cindy Chetner & Yossi Suissa

Judith Chetner
Cheryl Cohen

Alberto de Mayo
Faith Dubisky

Sandra & Haskelz"l Eisner
Lazar & Polina Ersh

Habib Espanioli
Reva Faber

Adam & Jennifer Girvitz
Lanna Goldman

Ralph & Sheila Gurevitch
Al Jablonka

Charlotte Jacobson

Daniel Jones
Michael & Sheila Katz
Ron & Barbara Krell

Karen Levitt
Micah Libin

Eli & Gail Markovich
Janice Middleman

Lila Mydlarski
Therese Nagler

Jerry & Susan Polsky
Robert & Jennifer Preece
Arthur & Caroline Rubin

Leonard Seidman & Kimberly
Rothenberg

David & Erin Savage
Len & Faigelz"l Shapiro

Ruth Shapiro
Lee-Ann & Jordan Singer

Joe & Sondra Spier
Lorne Tucker & Beverly Sklar

Fischbein Family Community Fund
Leonard & Harriet Waghelstein

Paula & Eric Weil
Megan Zybutz & Ron Eliovitz

Anonymous (6)

Now is the time to renew our commitment to this beautiful building full of
important memories. This will ensure that our community, our children and

grandchildren, will have a place to gather, pray and learn
for the next 40 years

Click here to make your contribution today.

https://bethtzedec.ca/funding-the-future-at-beth-tzedec/
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CONGREGATION FUND/TZEDAKAH FUND

MAZEL TOV
Howard Silver, on his milestone
birthday
By Rosa Fishman
Judy Chetner, on her birthday
By Holly Shifrah

SYMPATHY
Karen Belzberg, on the passing of her
brother Murray Bell
By Paula & Eric Weil

Allan & Sharon Sattin
Val Bracey, on the passing of Carol &
Mel Levitt
By Paula & Eric Weil
Bill & Randi Aaron, on the passing of
his brother Sheldon Aaron
By Allan & Sharon Sattin

Shirley Katz

GET WELL
Diana Malekar
By The Charikar, Adler and Girvitz
Families

YOUTH PROGRAMMING

SYMPATHY
Karen Belzberg, on passing of her
brother Murray Bell
By Sandy & Irv Adler

MACHZOR BOOK FUND

SYMPATHY
Bill & Randi Aaron and Family, on
passing of his brother Sheldon Aaron
By Arlene, David, Michael, Erin and

Julian Holmes

LEV SHALEM SABBATH & FESTIVAL
BOOK FUND

MAZEL TOV
Ron Krell, on his milestone birthday
By Rob & Marilyn Krell and Family

CYNGISER FAMILY
JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL FUND

GET WELL
Karen Phillips
By Harvey Cyngiser

Francie Cyngiser & David Weisfeld
Ron Krell
By Harvey Cyngiser and Francie

Cyngiser
Dianne, Robin, Joel, Kelsey, Sekoya,

Ethan and Joseph Lipton

LEO & GOLDIE SHEFTEL
RABBINIC CHAIR FUND

MAZEL TOV
Carol & Ray Allan, on their milestone
wedding anniversary
By Sheila & Ralph Gurevitch
Allen Mendelman, on his milestone
birthday
By Sheila & Ralph Gurevitch
Janis Ansell, on her milestone
birthday
By Sheila & Ralph Gurevitch

SYMPATHY
Faith Dubisky, on the passing of her
brother-in-law Syd Dubisky
By Harriet & Phil Libin

Sheila & Ralph Gurevitch

GET WELL
Harriet Libin
By Karen, Jamie and Michelle Phillips

Tributes & Donations
Tributes and Donations
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HAPPY PURIM
Val & Mitch Grossman
By Darryl, Alli, Joseph and Leo

Gurevitch
Sheila & Ralph Gurevitch
By Darryl, Alli, Joseph and Leo
Gurevitch

Yahrzeit Fund
Isaac Benjamin Malekar, beloved
father and grandfather
By Yerusha & Akiba Charikar and

Family
Ida Friedman, beloved aunt
By Bev Sklar
Judge Bernard Laven, beloved father
and grandfather
By Lori Gray, Shel Laven, Blair Laven,

Craig Laven and Families
Dr. Carl Safran, beloved father
By Dr. Jaclyn and Laura Safran
Meyer Posen, beloved grandfather
By Cheryl Zack
Jack Robinstone, beloved father
By Faith Dubisky

Minnie Dubisky, beloved mother-in-
law
By Faith Dubisky
Jacob Dubisky, beloved grandfather-
in-law
By Faith Dubisky
Marjorie Silver, beloved mother
By Randi Aaron and Alan Silver
David Blau, beloved father
By Linda Hoffman
Mary Blau, beloved mother
By Linda Hoffman
Joe Goldstein, beloved father
By Ken Goldstein
Evelyn Viner, beloved sister-in-law
By Fran Viner
Aron Eichler, beloved father and
grandfather
By the Aknin and Eichler Families
Markus Eichler, beloved grandfather
By the Aknin and Eichler Families
Samuel Martin, beloved father-in-law
By Beulah Martin
Daphne Lazarus, beloved mother
By Eva Falla

Tributes & Yahrzeits

https://bethtzedec.ca/sponsor-a-program/
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Pinchas Glinkewicz, beloved father-
in-law
By Louise Glin
Devorah Efraimovic-Markus, beloved
mother
By Sahbra Markus
Frank Dachis, beloved father
By David Dachis
Lou Pomerance, beloved father
By Cheryl Pomerance
William (Bill) Aizanman, beloved
father
By Joyce & Jeff Kerr
Susan Switzer, beloved sister
By Darlene Switzer-Foster
Inda Ginzberg-Profis, beloved sister-
in-law
By Alexander Shkolnik
Mariam Nahametz, beloved mother
By Sara Profis
Rosa Profis, beloved mother-in-law
By Sara Profis
Lazar Profis, beloved brother-in-law
By Sara Profis
Mariam Nahametz, beloved mother
By Helen Libenson

Alice Pencer, beloved mother
By Wylma & Irwin Freedman
Evelyn Viner, beloved mother
By Shirley Katz
Jack Goodman, beloved father
By George Goodman

SPECIAL YAHRZEIT FUND
Rebecca Mendelman, beloved
mother-in-law
By Walter Moscovitz
Lily Fishman, beloved aunt
By Walter Moscovitz
Evelyn Busheikin, beloved mother
By David Busheikin
Kalman Jablonka, beloved father
By Albert Jablonka
Evelyn Viner, beloved mother
By Arlene & David Holmes and Family
Gordon Chafetz, beloved father
By Al Chafetz
Elisheba Charikar, beloved mother,
grandmother and great-grandmother
By Akiba & Yerusha Charikar and

Family

Yahrzeits

https://app.skipthedepot.com/register?org=bethtzedec
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Did you know?
The estimated value of LIFE & LEGACY commitments in support of Beth Tzedec’s future has
topped $1.62 million and continues to grow. To date, close to $19 million has been raised in
support of organizations throughout Jewish Calgary. Regardless of your age, stage and
income level, you can give a gift to the future, supporting your Shul, your community and

your people.

Be remembered forever!
If you have already designated Beth Tzedec as a beneficiary in your will, trust, retirement
account or life insurance policy or you would like to plan your legacy gift, please contact

Beth Tzedec President Jeffrey Dworkin at president@bethtzedec.ca or
David Inhaber at dinhaber@bethtzedec.ca.

Anonymous (6)
Judith and Christopher Baron-Bown

Sharon Batshaw
Jenny Belzberg

Melissa and Daniel Blitt
Marnie and Darren Bondar

Val and Lou Bracey
Reva Faber

Maxine and Milt Fischbein
Sarah and Ben Ginzberg

Benjamin Grintuch
Cheryl and Jason Gurevitch
Sheila and Ralph Gurevitch
Susan and David Inhaber

Josh Inhaber
Russell George Jayne

Barbara Joffe
Diana Kalef and Elliott Steinberg

Barb and Ron Krell
Eddy Lang

Harriet and Phil Libin
Lily and Bill Lister
Ellen Magidson

Sahbra Markus
Jacquesz'l and Lila Mydlarski

Elaine and Stuart Myron
Therese Nagler

Beth and Rob Ordman
Joshua Orzech

Al Osten
Lorne Pearl
Saul Prince
Earl Raber

Kimberly Rothenberg and Leonard Seidman
Brenda and Garry Sapoznikow

Gayle Sherman
Betty Ann Sherwood
Cheryl and Bob Shiell

Deborah Shnay
Sandy Shuler

Deborah and Adam Silver
Becky and Brad Spier

Helenz"l and Mark Swartz
Darlene Switzer-Foster

Ida and Sam Switzer
Mira and Joey Tappenden

LIFE & LEGACY

Todah rabah to the following individuals and families who have generously committed
to after-lifetime gifts that will support our synagogue in perpetuity:

Beth Tzedec is proud to take part in the Harold Grinspoon
Foundation LIFE & LEGACY program, coordinated locally by Calgary

Jewish Federation and the Jewish Community Foundation of
Calgary. We are working in partnership with organizations

throughout the Calgary Jewish community to raise endowment
funds through after-lifetime gifts.




