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Friday March 2nd 
Candle Lighting: 6:01pm 
TORAH: KI TISSA 
Shabbat March 3rd 
9:00am Shabbat Service 
10:45am Tot Shabbat 
Sunday March 4th 
10:00am Lil Faider Scholar-in-Residence 
Program 
10:00am Shul School 
Tuesday March 6th 
4:00pm B’nai Mitzvah Classes 
7:00pm Keruv Class 
Wednesday March 7th 
6:30pm BTZ Board Meeting  
(Members Welcome) 
Friday March 9th 
Candle Lighting: 6:13pm 
TORAH: VAYAKHEL + PEKUDEI 
Shabbat March 10th 
9:00am Shabbat Service 
Sunday March 11th 
10:00am Lil Faider Scholar-in-Residence 
Program 
10:00am Shul School 
Monday March 12th 
5:00pm Mysticism and Meditation 
Tuesday March 13th 
12:00pm CIC Bible Study 
4:00pm B’nai Mitzvah Classes 
7:00pm Keruv Class 
Wednesday March 14th 
BTZ CASINO 
7:00pm CIC Bible Study 
Thursday March 15th 
BTZ CASINO 
Friday March 16th 
Candle Lighting: 7:25pm 
TORAH: VAYIKRA 
6:00pm Delheim Shabbat Dinner 
Shabbat March 17th 
9:00am Shabbat Services featuring JTS 
Cantorial Students 
11:00am Koleinu Minyan 
Sunday March 18th 
7:00pm Delheim Concert – From Bima to 
Broadway 
Monday March 19th 
5:00pm Mysticism and Meditation 
 

Tuesday March 20th 
4:00pm B’nai Mitzvah Classes 
7:00pm Keruv Class 
Friday March 23rd 
7:00pm 20-40’s Shabbat Dinner 
Candle Lighting: 7:37pm 
TORAH: TSAV 
Shabbat March 24th 
9:00am Shabbat Service 
10:00am Minyan Katan 
Sunday March 25th 
10:00am Shul School 
4:00pm NML Trivia Contest 
6:00pm Torat Chaim (offsite) 
Monday March 26th 
5:00pm Mysticism and Meditation 
Tuesday March 27th 
7:00pm Keruv Class 
Wednesday March 28th 
12:00pm Hazak 55+ 
Friday March 30th 
OFFICE CLOSED 
Candle Lighting: 7:48pm 
Shabbat March 31st 
1st Day of Passover 
11:00am Koleinu Minyan 
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The Jewish Sense of Humour! 

 
Purim sets the stage for Passover and the other 

holidays as it recognizes that there is a vast and 

complex range of human emotions from anger to 

jubilation that impact us at every moment of our 

lives. While anger may be a natural response to 

threats and at the same time its release is cathartic, it 

often leads to further harm. But joy in the form of 

humour and laughter is unique in its impact upon our character and our outlook 

on life. Jewish laughter from Biblical times to the present has served to uplift 

the individual Jew from personal woes and misfortune while it has saved the 

Jewish people from the depths of despair and hopelessness.  

Humour, after all, reflects a desire to gain a new perspective about a situation 

by stepping back. Humour can provide a degree of control over our experience 

or free us up to let go of that which is beyond our control. Humour that derives 

from self-criticism, in particular, can be the most effective tool in responding to 

life’s challenges and struggles. Even scientists have taken a keen interest in 

human laughter. The growing number of studies demonstrate the positive effect 

of laughter in relieving stress and in boosting certain responses that fight 

viruses. 

People often ask what distinguishes Jewish humour from other forms of 

humour. While Jewish humour shares a great deal with all humour it differs in 

terms of content and secondly in terms of it being overly intellectual but anti-

authoritarian. Since much of Jewish humour originated among the lower 

classes, including the proletariat in Eastern Europe, it pokes fun not at the poor 

but at the authorities and the rich. Jewish humour also portrays God not as the 

deity with a deep booming voice speaking from on high but rather that voice on 

your shoulder. 

Thus, Jewish humour incorporates fundamental Jewish values about hope and 

optimism, the sanctity of life, the importance of humility, and the role of critical 

thinking in navigating through life’s challenges on both a personal and 

collective level. Jewish humour strives to stay on the side of the line that 

enriches and uplifts people rather than crossing that line and becoming 

negative, hateful, and berating. It’s often self-deprecating tone is meant to 

dissolve our feelings of self-importance and self-centeredness so that we can be 

Rabbinic Reflections 

Rabbinic Reflections 
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Rabbinic Reflections 

empowered to live life more fully even in the midst of challenge and 

complexity. 

For example, since everyone has an opinion about the rabbi’s sermon: 

In a large Florida City, the rabbi developed quite a reputation for his sermons, 

so much so that everyone in the community came every Shabbat. Unfortunately, 

one weekend a member had to visit Long Island for his nephew's bar mitzvah. 

But he didn't want to miss the rabbi's sermon. So he decided to hire a Shabbas 

goy to sit in the congregation and tape the sermon so he could listen to it when 

he returned. 

Other congregants saw what was going on, and they also decided to hire 

Shabbas goys to tape the sermon so they could play golf instead of going to 

shul. Within a few weeks' time there were 500 gentiles sitting in shul taping the 

rabbi. 

The rabbi got wise to this. The following Shabbas he, too, hired a Shabbas goy 

who brought a tape recorder to play his prerecorded sermon to the 500 gentiles 

in the congregation who dutifully recorded his words on their machines. 

Witnesses said this marked the first incidence in history of artificial 

insermonation. 

So, I invite you to enjoy the month of Adar and to make humour and laughter a 

part of your everyday life - for your well-being and for the benefit of others 

around you! 

Rabbi Shaul Osadchey 

Leo & Goldie Sheftel Rabbinical Chair 

  Project 146 

 
Adonai protects the stranger and supports the orphan and widow… 

(Psalm 146) 
 

Project 146 is our  synagogue’s program to actively encourage every household to 

perform one act of tzedakah and gemilut hasadim (loving-kindness) in 5778. The 

inaugural year is dedicated to Sam Switzer whose commitment to helping the needy is 

an inspiration to all. If you didn’t receive your Project 146 Tzedekah box in the mail, 

please find one in the synagogue lobby on the display table. 

The funds collected will be used to further the social justice projects of Beth Tzedec. 



 

 

 Beth Tzedec Shofar 

6 Beth Tzedec Congregation March 2018 

Cantor’s Notes 

Cantor’s Notes 

“Today is Purim, tomorrow it's gone – Give us a penny, and 

throw us out!” 

The humble yet beloved Purim spiel ("play" in Yiddish) is the 

only genuine folk theater that has survived thousands of years of 

European culture, and still continues to flourish even up to the 

present day. In honour of the frivolity that ensues, as we commence our annual Purim 

celebrations, I would like to take you on a brief tour through the amazing history of this 

still beloved folk tradition. 

Chazal (the Jewish sages from Mishnaic times through the period of the Talmud) 

condemned the theater as frivolous at best and vulgar/pagan at worst. This view was 

crystallized during the Roman Era, when live theater was often cruel and violent and 

involved slaves, including Jews, as actors who were sometimes killed as part of the 

drama. Nevertheless, the rabbis faced a dilemma with the holiday of Purim. The story 

of Esther, which is based on disguise, farce, melodrama, comedy, and victory over 

existential threat, was a natural for theatrical reenactment. Add to that the rejoicing, 

masquerade, irreverence, and even drunkenness that was quickly becoming part and 

parcel with the halachic laws and customs of the holiday, and you have an almost 

perfect storm, with public reenactments beginning sometime in the early centuries of 

the Common Era. 

In most early Jewish communities the “reenactment” was usually restricted to the 

hanging and burning of Haman in effigy, but in medieval Europe, surrounded by a 

larger cultural context of both Christian and secular folk entertainment, drama, carnival 

and parody, the idea of expanding the experience into a spiel began to quickly take root 

and flourish. 

According to historian Chone Shmeruk the term Purim spiel started to appear 

throughout Ashkenazic Jewry as early as the mid-1500s. The spiel could be a poetic 

monologue, or a story portrayed by several actors. It was usually the story of Esther, 

but it also could be other biblical stories such as the selling of Joseph, Hannah and 

Samuel, or David and Goliath. Since most Jewish men were literate and traditionally 

educated, midrash and aggadah (stories told by the sages which reflect or add to stories 

from the Torah) and rabbinic commentary were also incorporated, along with satire 

directed at the rabbi, cantor, community leaders, and other authorities. Secular stories 

were portrayed too, particularly derived from the characters of the Italian commedia del 

arte. Because of this secular influence, suggestive themes and language became 

increasingly popular elements. This led, at times, to the rabbinic establishment banning 

spiels outright. However, no matter how lude or outrageous they became, the rabbis 

could never succeed in squelching the public’s thirst for them. 



 

 

Purim spiels were acted primarily by poor people like students, musicians, dancers, 

acrobats and artisans. They were performed either in large public venues like yeshivas, 

or for wealthy families, typically in their homes after the festive Purim meal. If the 

community was small, the actors took great pains to rehearse in secret and disguise 

themselves thoroughly so they would not be recognized, to their shame. They walked 

through the streets from house to house, followed by hordes of excited children, who 

would crowd into or hang from the windows of the homes of the rich, in order to see 

the performance. In these homes the actors were rewarded in the form of money and/or 

food. Afterward, they would eat together and dish their wealthy benefactors. All the 

roles were played by men and boys, the only day of the year when cross-dressing was 

allowed, although a few women were known to have been acrobats and dancers in 

these elaborate productions. 

When the Haskalah (the Jewish Enlightenment of the 18th and 19th centuries) reached 

Eastern Europe, a whole new genre of parodies for the spiel arose, written by the 

leaders of the Haskalah against the traditionalists and the Hasidim. One notorious 

example, directed at these new targets for satire, was the lyric, "And all our enemies 

call us treyf-eaters! But they are heretics, may they catch the plague!" included in many 

Yiddish spiels during this era. 

The amateur folk quality of the Purim spiel, and its ability to be ever topical and 

irreverent, has guaranteed its survival in synagogues and schools to this day, and while 

Purim spiels may seem, on their surface, to diminish the spiritual importance of the 

holiday, they are part of an ongoing celebration of good over evil, and a festival which 

ultimately celebrates God’s presence in Jewish history. 

Chag Purim Sameiach!!! 

Norman & Beulah Martin Cantorial Chair 
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Cantor’s Notes 

Yad Club - Torah Reading Initiative  
Beth Tzedec Congregation encourages 
congregants to become active Torah 

readers for our congregation. Learning to 
read Torah requires dedication and 

discipline to master the melodies and 
techniques for reading directly from the 

sacred scroll. For those who are 
successful in this endeavor and complete 
14 (The Hebrew numerical equivalent of 
Yad) Torah readings here at Beth Tzedec, the congregation will be honoured to 

provide special recognition by awarding a personalized Yad.  
For more information contact Cantor Russ at  

cantorruss@bethtzedec.ca or 403-255-8688 ext. 4. 

mailto:cantorruss@bethtzedec.ca
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Joshua’s Jam 
 
For me this month has been a real mix of teaching and 

celebration.  

Of course, Adar is the month of Purim. In addition to 

our annual evening Megillah reading for families, we 

also had a small celebration for the Shul School 

children and their contemporaries. Children got to 

assemble crafts, play, games, sing Purim songs, hear 

the story and celebrate with their friends and parents.  

The grade six B’nai Mitzvah class embarked on a special project this year for 

Purim. In the tradition of the Purim Spiel, the students and I composed a spoof 

of ‘Man’s Not Hot’, a British hip-hop video featuring the popstar Big Shaq, 

which was already a funny favourite of the kids. We composed original verses 

themed around Mordechai and Abraham who both refused to bow down to 

anyone but G-d. The kids had a great time writing and performing the song, 

which was filmed and edited by one our B’nai Mitzvah parents, Dana 

Goldstein.  

In the theme of Purim, I was asked earlier this month to deliver a presentation 

on the history of antisemitism to a group called Connections. Connections is an 

organization which provides learning and mentorship opportunities for young 

women in business and other fields. It was timely in that there is significant 

overlap between misogyny and antisemitism. After all, it was Memukhan’s anti

-woman legislation which opened the door for Haman’s anti-Jewish legislation. 

I managed to cover 3,000 years of history in 45 minutes, after which the group 

had breakout sessions where they discussed the prevalence of racism and what 

we can do to fight against it.  

I also gave a presentation to the 2018 cohort of the Kaleidoscope project, which 

is a diversity-building initiative of the University of Calgary.  

Mysticism and Meditation is still happening every Monday at 5:00pm. Drop in 

if you can and see what letter we’re studying. Each Hebrew letter has its own 

unique power and, while the goal is, of course, to learn all of them, very few 

people are able to be at every class. Each letter can really be a stand-alone 

class, so I encourage you to drop in.  

 

Director of Congregational Learning 

Joshua’s Jam  Beth Tzedec Shofar 
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Minyan 

1999 Minyanaires 
Front Row: Harry Sherman, Mrs. Goran, Joe Goran, Rabbi Moshe Saks,  
Cantor Mark  Katzenberg 
Second Row: Abe Zeisler, Bev Sklar, Sid Sniderman, Alex Shkolnik, Morris Iver,  
Joan Robbins, Ziggy Bleviss 
Third Row: Kalman Estrin, Sid Macklin, Mort Wynne, Dave Waterman, Bert Glow,  
Alan Silver, Nelson Boxer 

2018 NML Participants 
Left to Right: Lila Mydlarski, Linda Garshman, Harvey Silverstone, Jo Ackerman, Peter Lanyi, 
Rabbi Shaul Osadchey, Cantor Russ Jayne, Maxine Fischbein, Bert Glow, Roslyn Mendelson,  
Jeff Dworkin, Abe Zeisler, Judy Chetner 
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Hi Everyone, 

Last month I indicated that I would discuss the results of the 

High Holiday survey. At our February 4th Board Workshop, 

Vice President Lorne Pearl, who compiled the survey, provided 

the Board participants an overview of the results. 

There were a number of very interesting high-level observations that took place before 

the results were even discussed. For example: Who is answering the surveys? Is this a 

representative sample of our members? Are the questions we ask giving us the data we 

need to move forward? 

Is there another way we should be surveying our members? For example, many 

organizations will survey the member once specific services have been provided. 

Should we be surveying our members at the conclusion of bar/bat mitzvah classes, 

Hazak 55+ programs, Bible study, pastoral care, hospital visits, festivals, and other Shul 

programs? 

Whatever the event or program, your feedback is vital to our growth!  

Context is critical when examining results and drawing conclusions. I was looking for 

the hidden gem (or themes) that would assist in guiding the Board into 2020 and 

beyond. Overall the feedback we received was consistent with previous congregant 

responses to our survey.  

We had 100 respondents compared to 117 in the previous years. The demographic was 

virtually the same as previous years with over 81% of the respondents in the age group 

of 45 – 60 (27%) and 60+ (54%) responding to the survey.  

Satisfaction with our main services (including service times, service length, prayer 

books, clergy and lay leaders) were all over 75%, in the positive or extremely positive 

range. While we reduced service times (on average) by 30 minutes each morning, some 

congregants still tell us they believe our services are too long. We will continue to 

evaluate the balance between service length and fulfillment of religious requirements.  

Satisfaction with guitar accompaniment prior to the Kol Nide service marginally 

increased from the previous year (from 58% to 63%). Our clergy continuously explore 

ways to infuse all our services with more joy and excitement while respecting ritual 

constraints. We are working hard to create a Kol Nidre service that is appealing across 

the age spectrum.  

Through the President's Lens  
A Message from David Inhaber 
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Satisfaction with the 2017 High Holidays Alternative Family Service (service times, 

service length and clergy performance) improved by a percentage point from 2016. We 

are so fortunate to have a strong Youth Committee that will once again work with our 

Clergy in planning this service for 5779. I am very pleased to report that at our recent 

Board Workshop, membership on the committee doubled – showing how serious your 

Shul lay leadership is about serving our youth and young families.  

I was thrilled to see that congregants felt we provided a welcoming environment for our 

High Holidays services. Satisfaction jumped from 75% to 85%. Creating a welcoming 

environment is a year-round effort at Beth Tzedec. Kudos to our greeters, honours 

gabbaim, Shul leadership and regular attenders who help to ensure that Beth Tzedec 

provides a warm and engaging atmosphere. 

In addition, 90% of congregants felt we provide a safe environment (no change from the 

previous year).  

Max Lispman and his entire staff can take much pride in the fact that 100% (yes … 

100%) of respondents felt the facility was well maintained as compared to 95% from 

the previous year. This is remarkable considering the age of our building. The Executive 

and Board are engaged in very serious discussions on the building and building 

maintenance. You will hear more about this in future issues of Shofar. 

I want to thank congregants who took the time to comment upon the performance of our 

clergy and executive director. The majority of comments regarding the performance of 

our clergy and staff were positive. Kudos and constructive criticism are being shared 

with each staff member in our joint efforts to continuously improve the experience of 

congregants and guests at Beth Tzedec. 

The Executive, Board and various committees are looking at the survey results to see if 

we can incorporate some of your excellent suggestions into High Holidays 5779 and our 

programming all year around. Some constructive ideas included: 

 Providing phonetic song sheets to make it easier for more congregants to sing along 

 Bringing youth into the main sanctuary in time to hear the High Holidays Shofar 

services 

 Continuing efforts to streamline prayer services whenever possible 

 Increasing multigenerational programming  

 Opening the Alternative Family Service to all interested congregants 

 Providing designated play areas for children during prayer services 
 

I want to extend a thank you to all those who filled out the surveys and gave us an 

opportunity to reflect on the results. If you have any questions or concerns, please do 

not hesitate to contact me. 

 

David Inhaber 

President 

Through the President's Lens  
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A Spray of Colour, ‘Fat Tuesday,’  

Intoxication and Religious Revelries 
 

by Dr. Tinu Ruparell 

Lil Faider Scholar-in-Residence 

March 2018 

I don’t know about you but I, for one, am quite ready for spring. As an avid 

skier, I normally enjoy the winter season and we are blessed in Calgary with the 

wonderful mountains to the west in which to play in the snow. Perhaps I am 

getting old, but this year, winter seems to have overstayed its welcome. Just 

when a spell of warmer weather bids us to get outside, a cold front with another 

dump of snow swoops in to remind us that we are not yet done with the freeze. 

So it is with heightened anticipation that I look forward to the spring festivals of 

Holi, Purim and Easter. Holi is the Hindu festival of spring, celebrated 

throughout India with the throwing of water balloons and coloured powders. It is 

a favourite festival for kids as they get to run a bit wild and get very, very 

messy. But there is a deeper meaning to spring festivals: they sanction a form of 

religious revelry. Besides being a commemoration of religious events and a 

moment to set things right between friends, family and neighbours, spring 

festivals such as Holi turn the tables of religious structures and expectations, 

ushering in (at least for a short time) a spirit of gaiety, silliness, pandemonium, 

anomie, and play. Holi is a chance to let off some steam, to celebrate the end of 

a grey winter with a bit of inappropriateness: a Dionysian revolt against the 

pressures of Apollonian life.  

These kinds of celebrations are deep within religious traditions. Ernest Becker 

argues that periodic releases of this kind, set in the context of religious myth, are 

essential to our mental and spiritual health. They give form to and release the 

constant pressures between our all-too-human natural desires and our 

transformed ideal natures. To deny these periodic outbursts would denature our 

better selves, so at springtime, when nature is at its most fecund, these festivals 

sanction and bring to the surface what is otherwise controlled, buttoned-down, 

suppressed but never vanquished. These lawless, improper and irresponsible 

Dionysian forces, when let loose completely, can in fact be rather dangerous and 

frightening – witness the reaction from polite and upright ballet-goers when in 

1913 Stravinsky famously expressed these forces audibly in his The Rite of 

Spring – so religious spring festivals seek to shape the exuberance of release 

into more creative and joyous forms. Not only is play encouraged among old 



 

 

If you would like to read Torah, Haftarah or lead 
services please contact  

Cantor Russ at cantorruss@bethtzedec.ca  
or 403-255-8688 Ext 4. 
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and young, high and low, but traditional hierarchies are overturned so that the 

equality of all people is emphasized. The day before Holi is a time to remember 

the saving of the great devotee of Vishnu, Prahalada, from a trial by fire. It is 

also a day to forgive and forget, both debts owed as well as slights suffered. 

Holi is a thus a kind of rebirth, a return to our childlike selves with its carefree 

joys, amidst the rebirth of vernal nature. 

But even blowing off steam can be difficult for some. We are so trained to be 

adults that partaking in a bit of silly play is well-nigh impossible for many. 

Spring festivals are thus also often associated with a bit of drink. For Hindus, 

intoxication is generally frowned upon if not explicitly forbidden, but at Holi 

not only are sweets and treats a traditional part of the holiday but in some 

places bhang (edible cannabis) is sometimes added to traditional drinks and 

foods. The use of entheogens (substances or practices used to facilitate 

religious experience) is a fascinating aspect of religious practice and a part of 

virtually all religious traditions, and at Holi their use is, if not common, at least 

accepted. 

So this spring, take the opportunity to shake off the grey of winter: enjoy the 

beautiful flowering of nature by indulging your childish and silly side. 

Remember God’s grace to one and all, repair broken relationships, celebrate 

with a party, throw some coloured powder on a friend or a stranger (even better 

if they are very respected!), eat and drink to your heart’s content, let your guard 

down and enjoy a bit of divine play. Holi hai! 

 

Dr. Tinu Ruparell 

Lil Faider Scholar-in-Residence 

Lil Faider Scholar-in-Residence 

mailto:cantorruss@bethtzedec.ca
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Trivia Challenge 

An Exciting Way to Earn Points for our 

NML Members and Platinum Minyanaires 

Here is another way to earn points for your team 

or just come out for some fun. On March 25th at 

4:30pm, we will be holding a Jewish trivia 

challenge. The topics that will be included in the 

trivia are prayers, the Beth Tzedec chapel, Torah, and Israel. 

Please come out and join us for a kibbutz and some fun. Plan to arrive 

around 4:30pm to meet your competition, partake of the yummy snacks 

that we have planned for you and to get organized into teams. The trivia 

will start at 5:00pm. 

Rules: 

Players will form teams. Only three players from any NML team can be 

on a trivia team for this event.  

Each person playing will be given one point for attending. 

If a player is on more than one team, on this occasion, they may sign in 

for each team that they are on. Our way to acknowledge the additional 

effort that they put in each month.  

Platinum minyanaires (our faithful regulars who show up at least once a 

week) are welcome to join us. The points that they will earn will be split 

among the two lowest teams in the standings.  

20 questions will be asked, and players will record their answers on an 

answer sheet.  

Papers will then be exchanged for marking.  

Points will be awarded in the following manner. Gold: Each person on 

the winning team will receive 3 points for their NML team. Silver: Each 

person on the second-place team will receive 2 points for their NML 

team. Bronze: Each person on the third-place team will receive 1 point 

for their NML team. Again, if a platinum minyanaire is on a winning 

team, the points that they will earn will be split among the two lowest 

teams in the standings.  

In the event of ties, tie breaking questions will be asked.  

National Minyan League 
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National Minyan League 

If you have been to a trivia session on a cruise ship, you know how this 

works.  

If you love trivia but aren’t on a team or a regular attendee, we can fix 

that. Join an NML team today.  

If you have any questions please email Susan at Inhaber@telusplanet.net 

or call her at 403-240-0830. You may also RSVP at the synagogue office 

at 403-255-8688 or info@bethtzedec.ca. 

See you on March 25th! This is another  fun NML event that you 

won’t want to miss. Oh yeah! Services to follow.  

Susan Inhaber, NML Commissioner  

Calling all NML Players and Platinum Minyanaires! 
Sunday, March 25 - 4:30pm 

Come and join us for a late afternoon game of trivia along with a 
kibbutz, fun, tasty snacks, and of course bragging rights for the winning 
players! 
Earn more valuable points for your team just by coming out to play. 

 

Do you know your stuff? 
Trivia Topics: Prayers, the Beth Tzedec Chapel, Torah and Israel 

 

If you have any questions, please email 
Susan at inhaber@telusplanet.net. RSVP 

to the office at 403-255-8688 or 
info@bethtzedec.ca. 
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Programs 
Lil Faider Scholar-in-Residence Holi Celebration 
Beth Tzedec Congregation 
Sunday, March 4th - 10:00am 
Holi is a traditional Hindu spring festival, celebrated at the end of February to  
mid - March. Known as the ‘Festival of Colour’, it is marked by a day of play where 
coloured powders are smeared on friends, family and strangers alike. The festival 
marks the end of winter and the coming of spring with celebrations for harvests. 
Holi recounts the saving of Prahlada, a devotee of Vishnu who was saved from a 
trial by fire. Charity is given and debts are forgiven. The theme of equality is 
emphasized as the socially structured rules of respect and authority are 
overturned and all people are treated equally (and are equally the targets of 
colour!). Come in casual clothes (the powders are water-soluble) to throw powders 
and enjoy Hindu music and sweets. 
 
Lil Faider Scholar-in-Residence Taste of Judaism: Hindu Edition 
Sunday, March 11th - 10:00am 
Join us for a culinary adventure as our guest chef, Rika Ruparell (Dr. Tinu Ruparell’s 
mother), guides us through a typical menu in a Hindu home. Hear Rika’s story and 
participate in cooking her favourite Hindu dishes. Class is limited to 20 
participants. RSVP to the synagogue office by email at info@bethtzedec.ca or 
phone 403-255-8688. 
 
Calgary Interfaith Council Bible Study: The Suffering Servant 
Tuesday, March 13th - 12:00pm  
Wednesday, March 14th - 7:00pm 
One of the most contested sections of the Bible is the 53rd Chapter of Isaiah 
known as the “Suffering Servant.” Rev. Natasha Brubaker and Rabbi Shaul 
Osadchey will lead a joint two session study of this Biblical section for members of 
Beth Tzedec and St. Martin’s Anglican Church. Both are at Beth Tzedec. There is no 
charge and the public is invited.  
 
Dellheim Shabbat Dinner 
Friday, March 16th - 6:00pm 
Start your observance of Shabbat at Beth Tzedec with a spirited Kabbalat Shabbat. 
Then stay for Friday night dinner and help us welcome students from the H.L. 
Miller Cantorial School of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America. $35 - 
Members, $50 - Guests. Please contact Cantor Russ at cantorruss@bethtzedec.ca 
or 403-255-8688 ext. 4 if you have any questions. RSVP to the Beth Tzedec office at 
403-255-8688 by Wednesday, March 7th. 
 
 
 

Programs 

mailto:cantorruss@bethtzedec.ca?subject=cantorruss@bethtzedec.ca
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Programs 

From Bima to Broadway: 
A John Leopold and Martha Dellheim Concert 
Sunday, March 18th - 7:00pm 
Join us for a lively concert featuring Cantor Russ and students from the H.L. Miller 
Cantorial School of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America as they highlight 
the music of the Western Cantorial Tradition all the way from the Bima to 
Broadway. Open to the community, free of charge. Please contact Cantor Russ at 
cantorruss@bethtzedec.ca or 403-255-8688 ext. 4 if you have any questions. 
 
20-40s Shabbat Dinner 
Friday, March 23rd - 7:00pm 
Join us for a spirited and musical Kabbalat Shabbat (6:00pm) service followed by 
warm dinner, drinks, smiles and friends. Tickets are $20 per person and can be 
purchased by emailing rabbicorber@bethtzedec.ca or by calling 403-255-8688.  
 
Minyan Katan 
Shabbat, March 24th - 10:00am 
A special minyan for the B'nai Mitzvah Cohort of 2017/18 and their families. All 
children in grades 5-7 and their families are welcome. For more information, 
please contact Rabbi Corber at rabbicorber@bethtzedec.ca or 403-255-8688 ext 8. 
 
The National Minyan League’s First Ever Trivia Challenge Event 
Sunday, March 25th - 4:30pm 
Calling all NML Players and Platinum Minyanaires! 
Come and join us for a late afternoon game of trivia along with a kibbutz, fun, 
tasty snacks, and of course bragging rights for the winning players! Earn more 
valuable points for your team just by coming out to play. 
Do you know your stuff? Trivia Topics: Prayers, the Beth Tzedec Chapel, Torah and 
Israel If you have any questions, please email Susan at inhaber@telusplanet.net. 
RSVP to the office at 403-255-8688 or info@bethtzedec.ca. 
 
Hazak 55+ Presents 
Unraveling the Story of the Canadian WWII Jewish Internment Camp 
Wednesday, March 28th - 12:00pm 
Rabbi Osadchey will share the unknown story of the Sherbrooke Internment Camp 
that housed German Jews who had escaped persecution in Germany in the 1930s 
and fled to Britain. Prime Minister Winston Churchill deemed them a threat to 
British security and sent several thousand "Alien Jews" to be interned in Canada 
for the duration of the war. Among them were prominent theologians, 
academicians, and future Nobel Prize laureates! Learn more about this shameful 
episode in history at this Hazak program. 
Lunch will be served at 12 noon, $5 per person, with the program to follow. RSVP 
to the synagogue office at 403-255-8688 by Monday, March 26th. For more 
information, please contact Donna Caplan at 403-271-3066. 



 

 

Cemetery Entry Code 
 

To gain entry into the Beth Tzedec 
Memorial Park cemetery, press 

 1 then 3 for the gate code. 
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TRIBUTES and DONATIONS 
CONGREGATION FUND 

MAZEL TOV 

Harriet and Lenny Waghelstein (of 

Palm Beach FL), on the occasion of their 

52nd wedding anniversary 

By Nat and Harriette Alexander 

Deborah Shnay, on the occasion of 

being honoured as an Inspired Albertan 

By Evelyn Sheftel Shapiro 

Manny Cohen, on the occasion of his 

80th birthday 

By Sheila and Ralph Gurevitch 

Lauren and Sam Bell, on the occasion 

of the birth of their granddaughter 

By Giezelle and Michael Pash  

      and Family 

SYMPATHY 

David and Susan Inhaber and Family, 

on the loss of his parents Jack and 

Rosalind Inhaber 

By Adam, Deborah, Hannah, Lilah  

      and Benjamin Silver 

      Laurence and Andrea Davis 

      Harriet and Phil Libin 

      Evelyn Sheftel Shapiro 

David and Susan Inhaber and Family, 
on the loss of his father Jack Inhaber 

By Irvin, Sandy, Josh and Corey Adler 

Bruce Fogel and Family, on the loss of 

his sister Francine Robyn Fogel 

By Harriet and Phil Libin 

Janet Sherman and Family, on the loss 

of her husband and their father Harry 

Sherman 

By Caroline and Sandy Steinberg 

      Akiba and Yerusha Charikar  

      and Family 

Anne and Bill Harris, on the loss of her  

sister Faye Wex 

By Muriel Lainof 

      Sheila and Ralph Gurevitch 

Steve and Renee Brenner, on the loss 

of their mother, mother-in-law and 

grandmother Ina Feigen 

By Claire and Ben Berman 

Ben and Claire Berman, on the loss of 

their cousin Ina Feigen 

By Reva Faber 

Lorne and Beth Price, on the loss of his 

mother Pola Price 

By Milt and Maxine Fischbein 

Saundra and Harold Lipton, on the 

loss of her father Harry Sherman 

By Giezelle and Michael Pash  

      and Family 

Diane and Leo Zalmanowitz, on the 

loss of her mother Mary Vimy 

By Bob and Cheryl Shiell 

The Family of Doreen Lipkind, on the 

loss of their aunt Doreen Lipkind 

By Evelyn Sheftel Shapiro 

Jana Zalmanowitz and Terry Crohn, 

on the loss of his father Ron Crohn 

By Diane and Leo Zalmanowitz 

Susan and David Inhaber, on the loss 

of her uncle John Kurtos 

By Milt and Maxine Fischbein 

GET WELL 

Evelyn Sheftel Shapiro 

By Harriette Alexander 

Mort Levitt 

By Sheila and Ralph Gurevitch 

Lou Bracey 

By Evelyn Sheftel Shapiro 

 

YOUTH PROGRAMMING 

SYMPATHY 

Janet Sherman and Family, on the loss 

of her husband, their father and 

grandfather Harry Sherman 

By Fran Kolinsky and Family 

March 2018 

Tributes and Donations 



 

 

CYNGISER FAMILY JEWISH FILM 

FESTIVAL FUND 

SYMPATHY 

Harriet and Richard Breslauer and 

Family, on the loss of her  father , his 

father-in-law and their grandfather  

Max Labovitch 

By Wylma and Irwin Freedman and Family 

Sid and Bronia Cyngiser, on the loss of 

their aunt Pola Price 

By Milt and Maxine Fischbein 

Harvey and Alexandra Cyngiser, on the 

loss of their aunt Pola Price 

By Milt and Maxine Fischbein 

Lorne and Beth Price and Family, on the 

loss of his mother, her mother-in-law and 

their grandmother Pola Price 

By Jacques and Lila Mydlarski 

Bill and Lea Kohn, on the loss of his 

brother John Kurtos 

By Sid and Brona Cyngiser 

      Harvey and Alexandra Cyngiser 

 

KIDDISH FUND 

SYMPATHY 

Diane and Leo Zalmanowitz, on the loss 

of her mother Mary Vimy 

By Mark and Helen Swartz 

 

LEV SHALEM SABBATH & FESTIVAL 

BOOK FUND 

SYMPATHY 

David and Susan Inhaber and Family, on 

the loss of his parents Jack and Rosalind 

Inhaber 

By Bob and Cheryl Shiell 

      Linda and Sam Gutman and Family 

Lorne and Beth Price and Family, on the 

loss of his mother, her mother-in-law and 

their grandmother and great grandmother 

Pola Price 

By Sheila and Ralph Gurevitch and Family 

      Giezelle and Michael Pash 

 

 

 

MACHZOR BOOK FUND 

SYMPATHY 

Harriet Breslauer and Family, on the 

loss of her father Max Labovitch 

By Liz and Ross Kaplan 

 

CHUMASH BOOK FUND 

SYMPATHY 

Janet Sherman, on the loss of her  

husband Harry Sherman 

By Ron and Helmi Switzer 

 

RABBI’S TZEDAKAH FUND 

SYMPATHY 

David and Susan Inhaber and Family, 
on the loss of his parents Jack and 

Rosalind Inhaber 

By Len and Kim Seidman 

GET WELL 

Mickey Davids 

By Reva Faber 

THANK YOU 

Rabbi Shaul Osadchey, with 

appreciation 

By Janis Ansell 

 

LEO & GOLDIE SHEFTEL  

ENDOWMENT FUND 

SYMPATHY 

Lea and Bill Kohn, on the loss of his 

brother John Kurtos 
By Sheila and Ralph Gurevitch  

 

MERVYN BRETTSCHNEIDER 

MEMORIAL FUND 

SYMPATHY 

Joel and Sally Grotsky and Family, on 

the loss of his mother Madelyn Grotsky 

By Mindy, Danny, Molly, Riley and  

      Brett Joffe 

Harriet and Richard Breslauer and 

Family, on the loss of her  father   

Max Labovitch 

By Mindy, Danny, Molly, Riley and  

      Brett Joffe 
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Tributes and Donations 



 

 

BTZ LEGACY FUND 

SYMPATHY 

Gayle Sherman and Brian Shustack, on 

the loss of her father Harry Sherman 

By Ron and Helmi Switzer 

Barb and Ron Krell, on the loss of her  

father Harry Sherman 

By Ron and Helmi Switzer 

Saundra and Harold Lipton, on the loss 

of her father Harry Sherman 

By Ron and Helmi Switzer 

Marnie Krell and Frank Eldridge, on 

the loss of her grandfather Harry Sherman 

By Ron and Helmi Switzer 

David and Susan Inhaber, on the loss of 

his father Jack Inhaber 

By Ron and Helmi Switzer 

Rose Edelson, on the loss of her  

husband Jack Edelson 

By Ron and Helmi Switzer 

YAHRZEIT FUND 
Harold Segall, beloved husband 

By Dora Segall 

Mona Dvorkin, beloved mother-in-law 

By Arnold Birns 

Yale Joffe, beloved father and 

grandfather 

By Risha, Leanne and Benji Steinman 

Ruth Sherwood, beloved mother 

By Betty Sherwood 

Ben Sherwood, beloved father 

By Betty Sherwood 

Daniel Dorfman, beloved father 

By Elaine Roberts 

Leon Hapton, beloved husband 

By Rebecca Hapton 

Rose Belzberg, beloved grandmother 

By Karen Belzberg 

Clara Widiss, beloved aunt 

By Margret Kramer 

Mona Dvorkin, beloved mother 

By Muriel Lainof 

Louis Rosenbaum, beloved  

father-in-law 

By Mona Rosenbaum 

Jennie Rachel Rosenbaum, beloved 

mother-in-law 

By Mona Rosenbaum 

Lazar Profis, beloved brother 

By Sara and David Profis 

Lazar Profis, beloved brother 

By Mara and Alex Shkolnik 

Marguerite Bleviss-Rodgers,  

beloved aunt 

By Joey Bleviss 

Frank Glow, beloved father 

By Edith Pomerance 

Hyman Levitt, beloved father 

By Mel and Carol Levitt 

David Kaplan, beloved brother-in-law 

By Evelyn Viner 

Bertha Viner, beloved mother-in-law 

By Evelyn Viner 

John Ratner, beloved father 

By Barbara Joffe and David and  

      Jonathan Joffe 

To Make a Donation 
If you would like to make a 

donation celebrating or honouring 
a life cycle event, please call the 
office at 403-255-8688 ext. 0 or 
visit us in the shul office and we 

will be happy to help you. 

 Beth Tzedec Shofar 

20 Beth Tzedec Congregation March 2018 

Tributes and Donations/Yahrzeit Fund 
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Arnold Goldberg, beloved husband, 

father and grandfather 

By Shirley Ann Goldberg 

Jack Ross, beloved father 

By Therese Nagler 

Fanny Nagler, beloved mother-in-law 

By Therese Nagler 

Virginia Hoffman, beloved mother 

By Barry Hoffman 

Helen Feher, beloved mother, mother-

in-law and grandmother 

By Susan, David, Josh and Jon Inhaber 

Mayer Zalmanowitz, beloved father 

By Ben Zalmanowitz and Family  

Mayer Zalmanowitz, beloved father 

By Leo and Diane Zalmanowitz  

      and Family 

Harry Diamond, beloved father 

By Arla Diamond 

Morris Friedman, beloved  

father-in-law 

By Arla Diamond 

Misha and Jenny Gliener, beloved 

parents 

By Leah Saltman 

Hy Belzberg, beloved husband 

By Jenny Belzberg 

Albert Viner, beloved father-in-law 

By Evelyn Viner 

Jack Gold, beloved cousin 

By Wayne Bobroff 

Sarah Wollensky, beloved great 

grandmother 

By Muriel Lainof 

Anne Aaron, beloved mother 

By Bill Aaron 

Becky Mendelman, beloved sister 

By Sam (Ousher) Switzer 

Roza Profis, beloved mother 

By Mara and Alex Shkolnik 

Roza Profis, beloved mother 

By David and Sara Profis 

Watson Lazarus, beloved father 

By Eva Falla 

Stella Goldenberg, beloved mother 

By Jeanette Berger 

Yahrzeit Fund 

Sarah Cohen Davids, beloved  

mother-in-law 

By Geneva Cohen 

Joseph Shapiro, beloved father and 

grandfather 

By Ruth Shapiro and Family 

Leah Shapiro, beloved grandmother 

By Ruth Shapiro 

Evelyn Gurevitch, beloved mother 

By Cyril Gurevitch and Family 

Gussie Sklar, beloved mother  

By Lillian Martin and Family 

Bella and Ralph Segal, beloved mother 

and father 

By Elissa Meadow 

Hendrika Zuidema, beloved grandmother 

By Cheryl Zack 

Esther Zuidema, beloved aunt 

By Cheryl Zack 

Meyer Posen, beloved grandfather 

By Cheryl Zack  

Molly Bernbaum, beloved mother 

By Arnold Birns 

Becky Cohen, beloved mother 

By Mel Levitt 

Machla Kramer, beloved bubbe 

By Margret Kramer 

Lou Widiss, beloved uncle 

By Margret Kramer 

Pinchas Glinkiewicz, beloved  

father-in-law 

By Louise Glin 

David Blau, beloved father 

By Linda Hoffman 

Jean Blau, beloved mother 

By Linda Hoffman 

Marjorie Silver, beloved mother 

By Randi Aaron and Alan Silver 

Ralph Klimove, beloved cousin 

By Rosslyn and Norman Steinberg 

Ida Borysowski, beloved aunt 

By Norman and Rosslyn Steinberg 

Bennie-Jo and Zelick Slutker, beloved 

brother and sister-in-law 

By Rosslyn and Norman Steinberg  

      and Family 
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Some of our members 
and staff are very 

sensitive to  perfume. It 
is requested that you 

please refrain from 
using any  scented products when 

attending Shul. Thank you. 

B
T

Z
 

The BTZ Gift Shop is now open  
during office hours (8:30am-4:00pm).  

We will be closed on Stat Holidays.  
 

Please call the office at 403-255-8688 for 
more information. 

Ivor Lebane, beloved friend 

By Rosslyn and Norman Steinberg 

Molly Borysowski, beloved aunt  

By Norman and Rosslyn Steinberg  

      and Family 

 

SPECIAL YAHRZEIT FUND  
David Naimark, beloved father 

By Myrna Ghitter 

Mercia Safran, beloved mother 

By Laura Safran and Dr. Jaclyn Safran 

Dr. Carl Safran, beloved father 

By Laura Safran and Dr. Jaclyn Safran 

Dr. Martha Cohen, beloved mother 

By Cheryl Cohen 

Rebecca Mendelman, beloved mother 

By Walter and Jessie Moscovitz 

Esther Moscovitz, beloved mother 

By Walter and Jessie Moscovitz 

Manuel (Manny) Wax, beloved father 

By Jason Wax 

Evelyn Busheikin, beloved mother 

By David Busheikin 

 

 

KIDDUSH YAHRZEIT FUND 
Frank Glow, beloved father 

By Bert Glow 

Harry Glow, beloved uncle 

By Bert Glow 

Leo Charles Friedman, beloved uncle 

By Bev Sklar 

Eva Vinet, beloved sister 

By Beulah Martin 

Leo Friedman, beloved husband 

By Arla Diamond 

Yahrzeit Fund 
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Life Cycle Events 

Life Cycle Events 
In Memoriam 

Ron Crohn, husband of Rozanne Crohn, father of Terry Crohn (Jana Zalmanowitz), 

Kim (Adam) Silvertown and Josh Crohn, brother of Suzanne (Neil) Cohen and  

Lynne (Clive) Brazg. The funeral was held on February 1, 2018 in Toronto.  

 

Alva Shirley Trossman, wife of Bernie Trossman, beloved mother of Jeffrey  

(Paula Hurwitz), Cindy (David Goldfarb), Andrew (Marcy White) and Melanie  

(Jeff Rosenblum). The funeral was held on February 4, 2018 in Toronto.  

 

Ina Feigen, mother of Renee Feigen-Brenner (Steven Brenner) and Barbara Starr.  

The funeral was held February 4, 2018.  

 

Faye Wex, sister of Anne (Bill) Harris. The funeral was held February 8, 2018.  

 

Mary Vimy, mother of Dr. Murray Vimy (Bonnie) and Diane Vimy Zalmanowitz 

(Leo). The funeral was held February 9, 2018. 

 

Doreen Lipkind Henstell, aunt of Shel and Cylia Bercovich, Joel and Sally Lipkind and 

Joan Robins. The funeral was held in Scranton, PA on February 16, 2018. 

 

Jack Wise, brother of Jerry Wise. The funeral was held on February 19, 2018. 

 

Pola Price, mother of Lorne (Beth) Price. The funeral was held on February 20, 2018. 

 

Baby Naming/Brit Milah 
Mazel tov to parents Lauren Switzer and Rahmiel Rothenberg on the birth and baby 

naming of Stella Ruby Rothenberg. Proud grandparents are Neil and Adrienne 

Rothenberg and Sari and Jarold Switzer and great-grandparents Goldie Brass and  

Ruth Rothenberg. Stella was born on November 21, 2017 and the  

Simchat Habat took place on January 28, 2018. 

 

Mazel tov to parents Chelsey and Adrian Carrick on the birth and brit milah of  

Levi Francis Carrick. Proud grandparents are Janis Ansell, Leonard Ansell and Loretta 

Carrick. Levi was born on December 21, 2017 and the  

Brit Milah took place on January 28, 2018. 

 
If you are marking a life-cycle event and would like it included in SHOFAR, please let us know  

by contacting the Shul office at 403-255-8688 or info@bethtzedec.ca. 
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The BTZ Gift Shop is open during office hours (8:30am-4:00pm).  
We will be closed on Stat Holidays.  

Please call the office at 403-255-8688 for more information. 

Come in to see our Passover items! Much more in store! 


