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November 7-22, 2015

SHALOM!
We’re proud, once again, to bring you an exciting line-up of outstanding films – from 
delightful comedies and stirring dramas to enlightening and thought-provoking 
documentaries – that showcase our diverse Jewish world and confront contemporary, 
and often controversial, social issues, such as the timely subject of assisted suicide (The 
Farewell Party) or the current global refugee crisis (Every Face has a Name). 

We’ll be kicking off this year’s festival with a special musical treat for you! Featured in 
our Opening Night film Rock in the Red Zone, talented Israeli singer Hagit Yaso will be 
here to give a live musical performance after the film. We’re delighted to have the Jewish 
Community Foundation of Calgary join us as co-sponsors of this wonderful evening in 
celebration of the Foundation’s 25th anniversary, and we congratulate the Foundation 
on reaching this significant milestone.

We’re particularly excited and honored to have, as our special guest on Closing Night, 
the legendary Tal Brody, a former Israeli basketball superstar and revered national icon. 
Now a Goodwill Ambassador of the State of Israel, Tal is featured in our Closing Night 
film, an exclusive sneak preview of the documentary On the Map. It promises to be an 
inspiring evening that you won’t want to miss.

Yet another special guest in attendance at the festival will be Nick Winton, whose father, 
Sir Nicholas Winton, is the subject of the inspiring film Nicky’s Family. Sir Nicholas 
Winton recently passed away at the age of 106, and we’re proud to screen this film, 
originally screened at our 2011 festival, in tribute to his memory and legacy, as part of 
the CJF’s community-wide Kristallnacht commemoration. We’re extremely pleased to 
have Calgary Jewish Federation join us as co-sponsors of the evening.

JAC (Jewish Adult Calgary) will join us as co-sponsors of the screenings of the films 
To Life! and Dough, and we’re thrilled to have these young and engaged future leaders of 
our community participate in the festival.

We feel honored by The Jewish Historical Society of Southern Alberta’s choice of our film 
festival, once again, as the venue for their annual Jay Joffe Memorial Program. JHSSA 
will be co-sponsoring the screening of the fascinating documentary Raise the Roof.

As always, we would like to express our deepest thanks to all of our sponsors, without 
whom this festival would not be possible. It is their generosity, community-mindedness 
and commitment to Jewish culture that enables us to offer this event to the community.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank my hard-working committee for all of 
the time and effort that they have put into planning this year’s festival.

We hope that you’ll enjoy the festival, and that this year’s selection of exceptional films 
and remarkable special guests will move and inspire you, entertain and delight you, 
enlighten and challenge you!

~ Harvey Cyngiser
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SponsorsCommittee

THANK YOU
We wish to thank all of our sponsors for their generous support of the 2015 Film Festival

CORPORATE SPONSORS

COMMUNITY SPONSORS

MEDIA SPONSOR

FILM FESTIVAL COMMITTEE

Harvey Cyngiser

Barb Atnikov
Milton Bogoch
Renee Bogoch

David Busheikin
Debra Carnat

Irene Dzebisashvili
Maxine Fischbein
Wylma Freedman

Sarah Ginzberg
Ralph Gurevitch

Lil Hershfield
Noel Hershfield

Mark Oppenheim
David Prasow

Herb Rosenberg
Lily Rosenberg

Albert Rosengarten
Irena Sofman
Mark Swartz

Orly Yadid-Pecht

n n n

Newzones Gallery of Contemporary Art

AVI & RACHEL AMIR
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SponsorsSponsors

FOUNDING SPONSOR
Cyngiser Family Jewish Film Festival Fund

(Sid & Bronia Cyngiser)

ENDOWMENTS
Gurevitch Family Endowment Fund

In honor of Dr. Ralph Gurevitch
Sheila Gurevitch

Illana & Henry Morton and family
Dr. Darryl & Allison Gurevitch and family
Dr. Jason & Cheryl Gurevitch and family 

PRODUCERS

Morris & Ann Dancyger
Alex Francoeur & Maggie Serpa

Noel & Lil Hershfield
Gordie & Eva Hoffman

Bill & Lea Kohn
Larry & Sandy Martin

Lorne & Beth Price
Harvey & Rayna Rabin

Al Rosengarten & Barb Atnikov
Brian & Sandi Sander
Stan & Carey Smith
Sam & Ida Switzer

Fanny & Leo z”l Wedro

n n n

DIRECTORS
The Aaron Family

Hy & Jenny Belzberg
Ze’ev & Shoshanna Berger   

Harvey & Alexandra Cyngiser
Lily Faider

Barbara Joffe
Phil & Harriet Libin

Stuart & Elaine Myron (MetroWest)
David & Cynthia Prasow

Harvey & Wynne Thal

SCREENWRITERS
Irvin & Sandy Adler

Milton & Renee Bogoch
Frances Cyngiser

Aharon & Hanita Dagan
Dr. Allan Donsky & Dr. Michele Moss

Jack & Rose Edelson
Albert & Marcy Fialkow

Milt & Maxine Fischbein
Irwin & Wylma Freedman

Larry & Deborah Katz
Jonathan & Paula Lexier

Beulah Martin
Miriam Milavsky

Dr. Orly Yedid-Pecht & Dr. Efraim Pecht
Jamie & Karen Phillips
Morley & Cheryl Shore

Neil & Jemmie Silver
Joe & Sondra Spier

Jerry Snukal
Anonymous

n n n
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Saturday, November 7, 2015 • Opening NightSaturday, November 7, 2015 • Opening Night

ROCK IN THE RED ZONE
Israel/USA    2014
Director: Laura Bialis
English & Hebrew with English subtitles
87 minutes

DOCUMENTARY
On the edge of Israel’s Negev Desert, half a mile from Gaza, and directly in the path of 
thousands of Hamas rockets, lies Sderot.  Originally a remote development town, it was 
populated by successive waves of immigrants from North Africa, the Middle East and 
Ethiopia. This melting pot of diverse cultures, which had historically been marginalized 
in the Israeli mainstream, became the unlikely setting for a breakthrough in Israeli music 
in the 90’s, as Sderot’s youth found expression for both their frustrations and their hopes 
through the creation of rock music. Injecting Middle Eastern influences into traditional 
Western beats, they created unique rhythms and a new genre that has transformed 
Israeli music. Despite being pummeled over the past 14 years by homemade missiles 
known as Qassams, the people of war-torn Sderot persevere, and in underground bomb 
shelters, they continue to create music. Through the personal lives and music of Sderot’s 
diverse musicians, and her own personal journey, filmmaker Laura Bialis presents an 
intimate and compelling tale of music and romance on the frontlines of a never-ending 
war – a story of resilience and the power of artistic creation to transcend even the 
most challenging circumstances.

Saturday, November 7th at 7:00 PM

Proudly co-sponsored by the

SPECIAL GUEST:
HAGIT YASO

Featured in the film Rock in the Red Zone, talented 
Israeli singer Hagit Yaso, was born, raised and 
continues to live in the southern Israeli town of 
Sderot, where her parents settled after making aliyah 
from Ethiopia. Hagit burst onto the Israeli music 
scene in 2011 when she won first place on the television 
show Kochav Nolad, the Israeli version of American 
Idol. In her music, Hagit combines Hebrew, Amharic, 
English and Moroccan languages and styles. She is 
currently working on the release of an album, while 

continuing to tour and perform internationally.

Join us following the screening of
Rock in the Red Zone

for a live musical performance
featuring

HAGIT YASO
Proudly co-sponsored by the

JEWISH COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
OF CALGARY

celebrating 25 years of partnering with 
donors to create Jewish legacies.
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Sunday, November 8, 2015Sunday, November 8, 2015

RAISE THE ROOF
USA   2015
Directors: Yari & Cary Wolinsky 
English & Polish with English subtitles
85 minutes

DOCUMENTARY
Inspired by images of the magnificent wooden synagogues of 18th century Poland - the 
last of which were destroyed by the Nazis - artists and educators Rick & Laura Brown 
of Handshouse Studio set out to reconstruct a life-sized replica of the elaborate roof and 
stunning, mural-covered ceiling of the Gwozdziec synagogue. Working with a team of 300 
artisans and students from around the world, using only period hand tools and techniques, 
the Browns finally realized their dream. In 2014, the exquisite and painstakingly 
reconstructed Gwozdziec synagogue roof was unveiled as the centerpiece of the new 
POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews, located in Warsaw. The Browns had set 
out to reconstruct a lost synagogue, and in the process, they recovered a lost world. This 
beautifully photographed and rendered film tells the inspirational story of this remarkable 
10 year project against the backdrop of the 1000 year history of Jews in Poland.

Sunday, November 8th at 1:00 PM

Proudly co-sponsored by the
JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN ALBERTA

THE JAY JOFFE 
MEMORIAL PROGRAM

OF THE  JEWISH 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OF SOUTHERN 
ALBERTA

The Jay Joffe Memorial Program was launched by 
the Jewish Historical Society of Southern Alberta 
(JHSSA) in 2009 to honour the memory of its long-

serving founding president, Jay Joffe (1931-2007).

This program is dedicated to promoting and featuring 
Jewish culture and history through activities such as 

lectures, exhibits, films or performances.

The directors of JHSSA are pleased to once again
be part of the Beth Tzedec Jewish Film Festival

by co-sponsoring the film Raise the Roof. 

Jay Joffe z’’l had a passion for bringing the love 
of Jewish history to the widest possible audience 
and he would, no doubt, have been thrilled by this 
inspiring film about recovering such an important 

and illustrious chapter in Jewish history,
and bringing it back to life.
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Sunday, November 8, 2015Sunday, November 8, 2015

THE MUSES OF BASHEVIS SINGER
Israel   2014

Directors: Shaule Bester & Asaf Galay
English & Hebrew with English subtitles

72 minutes

DOCUMENTARY
He made an indelible mark on world literature, as the greatest Yiddish writer of the 20th 
Century and a Nobel Laureate. Isaac Bashevis Singer was also a notorious womanizer 
who even in his old age was proclaimed by McCall’s as one of the 10 sexiest men in 
America. A complex individual who radiated multiple and contradictory personas, 
much of the grist for Isaac Bashevis Singer’s literary mill came from his remarkable 
– and remarkably diverse – “harem” of female translators. In this literally captivating 
documentary, filmmakers Shaul Betser and Asaf Galay combine poignant interviews 
and rarely-seen archival footage to tell the little-known and often surprising story of 
the muses who fueled Bashevis Singers’ creativity. How did he love them? Let us count 
the ways!

Sunday, November 8th at 4:00 PM

PARTNER WITH THE ENEMY
Israel   2015
Directors: Duki Dror & Chen Shelach
Hebrew & Arabic  with English subtitles
60 minutes

DOCUMENTARY
In the midst of the ever-fraught Israeli-Palestinian political landscape, two women, 
one Israeli and one Palestinian, attempt the seemingly impossible: to build a business 
together. Fighting against societal and family pressure, anti-normalization currents and 
a chauvinistic, male-dominated industry, the two combine forces to create a logistics 
company which helps Palestinian businessmen navigate the everyday absurdities 
of Israeli control of the West Bank.  But while they help their clients to overcome the 
obstacles of bureaucracy and security, their partnership encounters obstacles of its own.  
Capturing both humorous and difficult moments, this intimate and moving film follows 
these two strong and optimistic women as the divisions between them threaten to tear 
their partnership apart. Can the bond between them overcome the impossible?

Nominated for Best Documentary, Israeli Academy Awards 2015

Sunday, November 8th at 2:45 PM
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Tuesday, November 10, 2015Sunday, November 8, 2015

NICKY’S FAMILY
Czech Republic, Slovak Republic   2011

Director: Matej Minac
English

96 minutes

DOCUMENTARY
This award-winning and uplifting documentary recounts the remarkable story of a man 
who took heroic risks to save the lives of others, and the lasting impact of his actions on the 
world today.  Spurred into action when he learned of the plight of the Jews in Nazi-occupied 
Czechoslovakia, 29 year old Nicholas Winton, an Englishman, single-handedly organized 
transports that spirited 669 imperilled children to safety in Great Britain, where he had 
arranged for them to be taken in by British families. Today his “family” numbers close to 
6,000 people. The gripping story of the rescue operation is vividly brought to life through 
dramatic re-enactments and never-before-seen archival footage.  And with its focus on 
Winton’s “descendents” in present times, the film movingly and powerfully conveys how 
the courageous act of one man, even after 70 years, still continues to inspire and motivate 
people, especially the younger generation, to try and make the world a better place.  

Sir Nicholas Winton passed away this year, at the age of 106. We are proud to screen this 
film, originally screened at our 2011 festival, in tribute to his memory and legacy.

Tuesday, November 10th at 7:00 PM

SPECIAL GUEST:
NICK WINTON, Son of Sir Nicholas Winton

Proudly co-sponsored by
CALGARY JEWISH FEDERATION

APPLES FROM THE DESERT
Israel   2014
Directors:  Arik Lubetzky & Matti Harari
Hebrew with English subtitles
96 minutes

DRAMA
Rivka Abarbanel, 19-years-old and strong-willed, is the only child of strictly religious 
Sephardic parents, living in an orthodox neighborhood of Jerusalem.  Feeling stifled 
by the restrictive lifestyle and expectations of her home and community, she begins to 
secretly explore the secular world, and soon finds herself in a budding relationship with 
Dubi, a young man from a kibbutz in the Negev desert. When her rigid and authoritarian 
father tries to rein her in, independent-minded Rivka defiantly decides to take her fate 
into her own hands, while her mother feels caught between her sense of duty to her 
husband and her desire to see Rivka happy.  Rivka’s determination to forge her own 
path in life will culminate in a moment of truth in which each of them will be forced 
to confront themselves, their values, and one another. Nominated for three Israeli 
Academy Awards, this poignant drama is a timeless tale of family, love, and the clash of 
tradition and modernity.

Winner – Global Vision Award, Cinequest FF, San Jose 2015
Nominated for 3 Israeli Academy Awards, 2014

Sunday, November 8th at 7:15 PM

Screening of the film
NICKY’S FAMILY
is open to the entire 

community at
NO CHARGE
as part of our

community-wide
KRISTALLNACHT 

COMMEMORATION.
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Saturday, November 14, 2015Saturday, November 14, 2015

THE FAREWELL PARTY
Israel   2014

Directors: Sharon Maymon & Tal Granit
Hebrew with English subtitles

90 minutes

COMEDY/DRAMA
Full of humanity and heart, this award-winning and unique film takes on the controversial 
subject of assisted suicide with a delicate balance of compassion, sensitivity and wit. 
Septuagenarian friends living in a Jerusalem retirement home support fellow resident 
and longtime amateur inventor Yehezkel in his efforts to help their terminally ill and 
suffering friend, Max, die with dignity. Against the objections of his wife, Levana – who 
takes the moral high ground even as her mind is slowly being ravaged by the early stages 
of dementia – Yehezkel succeeds in his mission. Soon, however, others are asking for 
similar help. Meanwhile, Levana’s ever-increasing dependency further complicates 
Yehezkel’s growing moral dilemma. This beautifully filmed dramedy – an ode to love 
and friendship – features some of Israel’s finest comic actors and a tour de force 
performance by Levana Finkelshtein. Amid the darkness, friends and lovers share the 
light of comfort, strength, hope and generous doses of ironic and life-affirming humour.

Winner – People’s Choice Award, Venice Int’l Film Festival 2014
Winner – 4 Israeli Academy Awards including Best Actor
Nominated for 14 Israeli Academy Awards including Best Picture, Best Director
and Best Screenplay

Brief nudity
Saturday, November 14th at 9:15 PM

ONCE IN A LIFETIME
France   2014
Director:  Marie-Castille Mention-Schaar
French with English subtitles
105 minutes

DRAMA
The lives of an unruly and apathetic group of French high school students are changed 
thanks to the tenacity of a caring and dedicated teacher in this poignant and uplifting 
drama set in an underprivileged, working-class district in Paris.  Frustrated by their 
lack of ambition, and determined to motivate this ethnically and religiously diverse 
group of struggling but tough inner-city kids, history teacher Anne Gueguen challenges 
them, despite their unlikelihood of winning, to take part in a national high school 
competition on the theme of “children and adolescent victims of Nazi concentration 
camps.”  Although the collective project is initially met with resistance, a visit to the 
classroom by a Holocaust survivor inspires these once-rebellious teens to start turning 
their lives around, as they learn to overcome their own prejudices, and start believing in 
themselves and their own abilities. Based on a true story, this inspiring film is a powerful 
testament to the enduring impact and relevance of Holocaust education in instilling 
values of tolerance and understanding in future generations.

Saturday, November 14th at 7:00 PM

Proudly sponsored by
THE GUREVITCH FAMILY ENDOWMENT FUND
Sheila Gurevitch
Illana & Henry Morton and family
Dr. Darryl & Allison Gurevitch and family
Dr. Jason & Cheryl Gurevitch and family

THE DR. RALPH GUREVITCH
 TIKKUN OLAM SCREENING

“Repairing the World”
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Sunday, November 15, 2015Sunday, November 15, 2015

EVERY FACE HAS A NAME
Sweden   2015

Director: Magnus Gertten
 Swedish, English, Polish, Norwegian with English subtitles

75 minutes

DOCUMENTARY
In an archived 35mm Swedish newsreel filmed on April 28, 1945, hundreds of survivors 
from the Nazi concentration camps are seen as they take their first steps in freedom 
after arriving at the harbour of Malmö, Sweden. They were part of a Swedish Red Cross 
rescue operation known as “The White Busses”, through which some 15,000 refugees 
were brought to Sweden during the last weeks of the war.  Now, 70 years later, in his 
quest to give a name and identity to these anonymous faces, filmmaker Magnus Gert-
ten has succeeded in tracking down some of the survivors – Jews from across Europe, 
Norwegian POWs, members of the French Resistance, and others.  Gertten’s masterful 
film movingly captures these survivors’ responses as they view the original newsreel for 
the very first time and, spotting themselves or a loved one, re-experience the happiness, 
confusion and uncertainty of that extraordinary day when life began again for them – 
the complicated moment of freedom.  Alongside their emotional recollections and the 
archival footage from 1945, Gertten skillfully juxtaposes contemporary footage of the 
arrival of a boat laden with war-refugees at a small harbour in Sicily, a timely reminder 
that moments and scenes like these continue to take place today.  Endless streams of 
survivors fleeing war zones, seeking refuge in a new country.  All anonymous. Faces 
without names.

Sunday, November 15th at 2:20 PM

THE POLGAR VARIANT
Israel   2014
Director: Yossi Aviram
Hebrew, English & Hungarian with English subtitles
68 minutes

DOCUMENTARY
This is the extraordinary story of three Hungarian-Jewish sisters who were raised in 
Communist Budapest of the 1970s to be chess masters. The Polgar sisters – Zsuzsa, Sofia 
and Judit - did not choose to become the heroines of this story. It was their father, who, 
driven by his educational vision, determined their destiny before they were even born. 
László Polgár believed that “Geniuses are made, not born,” and he set out to prove it. 
The canvas he chose was his three daughters. The medium he chose was chess.  Home-
schooled and isolated from the normal world of kids, the three girls spent their days 
studying and practicing chess – with surprising and remarkable results.  This fascinating 
documentary follows the amazing journey of these three child chess prodigies as 
they rise to the very highest levels of the male-dominated world of chess, becoming 
Grandmasters while still in their teens, and breaking through the gender barriers on 
their way to the top. 

Sunday, November 15th at 1:00 PM
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Sunday, November 15, 2015Sunday, November 15, 2015

SABENA HIJACKING – MY VERSION
Israel   2015

Director: Rani Sa’ar
Hebrew & English with English subtitles

99 minutes

DOCU-DRAMA
On May 8, 1972, Belgian airline Sabena Flight 571, en route from Vienna to Tel Aviv, 
was commandeered by 4 members of the Black September organization, the armed 
wing of the PLO. Interweaving cinematic re-enactments, archival material and candid 
interviews with participants of the harrowing ordeal, this riveting and suspenseful 
film captures the human, military and political drama that unfolds inside and outside 
the plane over the ensuing 30 nerve-wracking hours – from the hijackers’ threats and 
demands, the tense negotiations and impossible deadlines, to the bold and daring 
military operation to free the hostages mounted by an elite IDF special forces unit. It was 
the first rescue operation of its kind in civil aviation history.  Among those interviewed 
and providing commentary are current Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 
former Prime Minister Ehud Barak, both of whom were among the commandos that 
stormed the plane, and former President Shimon Peres, who also played a role in the 
rescue effort.  Also interviewed and providing her version of events is Therese Halsa, the 
sole surviving hijacker. Only 18 years old at the time, she was sentenced to 220 years in 
prison, but was released in a prisoner swap after serving only 13 years of her sentence. 
This engrossing film is based, in part, on a recently uncovered audio-tape in which the 
now-deceased pilot of the plane recorded his version of events.

Nominated for Best Feature Length Documentary, Israeli Academy Awards 2015

Sunday, November 15th at 7:15 PM

BRUNDIBAR REVISITED
Germany/Czech Republic   2014
Director:  Douglas Wolfsperger
German with English subtitles
84 minutes

DOCUMENTARY
The children’s opera Brundibar was performed more than 50 times between 1943 and 1944 
by Jewish children in the Theresienstadt concentration camp, where the performances 
were exploited by the Nazis as a propaganda tool to deceive the outside world about the 
true nature and purpose of the camps.  Most of the children were later sent to Auschwitz 
and other death camps.  Brundibar Revisited follows a Berlin-based youth theatre group 
as they prepare to stage their own contemporary interpretation of the opera.  The group, 
all amateur actors, is comprised of young people of different ethnic backgrounds who 
live on the fringes of German society. Delving into the subject in preparation for their 
performance prompts them to reflect on how they, as German citizens today, relate to 
their country’s past history. Travelling to Theresienstadt to see the camp first hand, they 
are accompanied by Greta Klingsberg, a warm and charismatic Holocaust survivor from 
Israel, who, more than 70 years earlier, had herself played the lead role in the original 
production of Brundibar before being sent to Auschwitz.  The film movingly chronicles 
the touching interactions between Greta and the young actors, as a lasting and special 
bond is forged between them. 

Sunday, November 15th at 3:50 PM
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Saturday, November 21, 2015Saturday, November 21, 2015

DOUGH
United Kingdom  2014

Director: John Goldschmidt
English

94 minutes

COMEDY/DRAMA
Widowed and down on his luck, Nat Dayan is desperate to save his faltering kosher 
bakery in London’s East End. His clientele is dwindling, his sons have no interest in 
keeping the family business afloat, and hostile businessman Sam Cotton has his own 
greedy plans for the property. In a pinch, the elderly Jewish baker reluctantly hires 
teenager Ayyash, a refugee from Darfur, to assist with the bakery’s daily chores. The 
Muslim boy, however, is also secretly selling cannabis on the side to help his struggling 
mother make ends meet. When Ayyash accidentally drops his stash into the dough, 
the challah starts flying off the shelves and an unlikely friendship forms between the 
old Jewish baker and his young Muslim apprentice.  Starring renowned film and stage 
actor Jonathan Pryce (Evita, Pirates of the Carribean, Game of Thrones) as Nat, this 
quirky, feel-good British dramedy is a warmhearted and gently humorous story about 
overcoming prejudice and finding redemption in unexpected places.

Saturday, November 21st at 8:50 PM

Proudly co-sponsored by
JAC (JEWISH ADULT CALGARY)

TO LIFE! (AUF DAS LEBEN!)
Germany    2014
Director:  Uwe Janson
German with English subtitles
90 minutes

DRAMA
In her younger years, Ruth Weintraub had been a vivacious Yiddish cabaret singer. But 
the vicissitudes of life have taken their toll on her, and today, forced to move from her 
Berlin apartment into a public housing complex for seniors, the aging and isolated Ruth 
has lost her will to live. After a chance encounter with Jonas, a young man on the run, an 
unlikely but intense bond is forged between the two, despite the great difference in their 
ages and backgrounds.  As the film shifts back and forth in time between the present, 
the war period, and the intervening years, details of Ruth’s past are slowly revealed to 
Jonas. And Ruth, meanwhile, learns that Jonas, too, is quietly carrying his own burden, 
and desperately trying to avoid facing what lies ahead for him.  Together, the two will 
help each other find the strength to confront the next stages of their lives, and to once 
again embrace life to the fullest. Starring the grande dame of German cinema, Hannelore 
Elsner, and versatile young star Max Riemelt, and featuring the talented Sharon Brauner 
in flashbacks of the younger Ruth’s sultry cabaret performances, this poignant drama is 
suffused with beautiful and lively new arrangements of Yiddish music classics.

Saturday, November 21st at 7:00 PM

Proudly co-sponsored by
JAC (JEWISH ADULT CALGARY)
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Sunday, November 22, 2015Sunday, November 22, 2015

THE GREEN PRINCE
Germany/UK/Israel   2014
Director: Nadav Schirman

English, Hebrew with English subtitles

DOCUMENTARY
In the style of a tense psychological thriller, this gripping documentary recounts the true 
story of the son of a Hamas leader who emerged as one of Israel’s prized informants, and 
the Israeli Shin Bet agent who risked his career to protect him. Recruited by the Shin 
Bet (Israel’s internal security agency) and given the code name “Green Prince”, Mosab 
Hassan Yousef spied on the Hamas elite for over a decade, constantly risking exposure 
and certain death while grappling with the perception that he had betrayed his own 
family and people. Along the way, what started as a cautious alliance between Mosab 
and his Shin Bet handler, Gonen Ben Yitzhak, grew into an enduring loyalty that no 
one could have ever predicted. Based on Mosab’s bestselling memoir Son of Hamas, this 
suspenseful and emotional human drama exposes a complex world of terror, betrayal, 
and impossible choices. Through exclusive first-hand testimony, dramatic action 
sequences, and rare archival footage, decades of secrets come to light in this unflinching 
exploration of an unlikely relationship between sworn enemies built on lies, but 
ultimately defined by trust and the transcendent bonds of friendship.

Winner - Audience Award for Best Documentary, Sundance Film Festival 2014
Winner – Best editing, DocAviv Film Festival 2014 

Sunday, November 22nd at 2:45 PM

DELI MAN
USA   2014
Director: Erik Greenberg Anjou
English
90 minutes

DOCUMENTARY
This fun and entertaining documentary serves up a mouth-watering look at Jewish 
deli in North America, as it salutes the inspired owner-operators who keep the savory, 
nostalgic food and culinary tradition alive. Inseparably linked to Jewish North American 
culture, the story of the North American deli is the story of Jews – their immigration, 
migration, upward mobility, and western assimilation. With the effusive and charming 
Ziggy Gruber, a third-generation delicatessen man, owner and maven as our guide, 
the film takes us across the continent in pursuit of the great Jewish Deli experience - 
from Gruber’s own popular deli in Houston to iconic delis like New York’s Carnegie, 
Katz’s, 2nd Avenue Deli, Nate ‘n Al, and the Stage, as well as some of the new shining 
lights in the deli biz, including Wise Sons’ in San Francisco and Caplansky’s in Toronto. 
Along the way, we hear from some of the great mavens, comedians and connoisseurs 
of deli, including Jerry Stiller, Alan Dershowitz, Fyvush Finkel, and Larry King. The 
Washington Post called this delectable film “the cinematic equivalent of comfort food: 
warm, generous and made with love.”

Sunday, November 22nd at 1:00 PM
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Sunday, November 22, 2015 • Closing NightSunday, November 22, 2015 • Closing Night

SPECIAL GUEST: 
TAL BRODY 

Featured in the film “On the Map”, the legendary 
Tal Brody, a former Israeli basketball superstar 
and revered national icon, now proudly serves his 
country in his capacity as a Goodwill Ambassador 
of the State of Israel.  A recipient of the prestigious 
Israel Prize, the country’s highest civilian honour, 
Brody has been inducted into the Israeli Basketball 
Hall of Fame, the International Jewish Sports Hall 
of Fame, and the US National Jewish Sports Hall 
of Fame. Born in the US, it was his participation in 
the Maccabiah Games in Israel that inspired Brody 
to forego a promising career in the NBA in order 
to come live in Israel and take Israeli basketball 
to a whole new level.  Indeed, Tal Brody represents 
the very essence of the Maccabiah Games and the 
Maccabi World Union’s mission of promoting Jewish 
identity and Zionism through the passion of sports.

ON THE MAP
Israel   2015
Director: Dani Menkin
Hebrew & English with English subtitles
78 minutes

DOCUMENTARY
“We’re on the map . . . and we’re going to stay on the map . . . not just in sports, but in 
everything.”  With those triumphant and now-famous words, legendary Maccabi Tel-Aviv 
basketball team captain Tal Brody aptly expresses the collective elation of an entire nation 
over Israel’s exhilarating rise to prominence in European basketball and on the world geo-
political scene in 1977 – a watershed year in the evolution of Israeli statehood. Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat makes history by visiting Israel. Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
resigns amid financial scandal. And in a dramatic socio-political upheaval, the Likud party 
comes to power for the first time. But all of this pales by comparison as Brody and his 
team, against all odds, best the Soviet Red Army team at the height of the Cold War and 
unthrone the four-time defending Italian Champions to win Israel’s first-ever European 
title.  Capturing all the magic and drama of that memorable year, Academy-Award-
winning director Dani Menkin delivers an enthralling documentary that will enrapture 
basketball fans and neophytes alike as it pays homage to Israeli heroes and their all-star 
American teammates, and reflects the indomitable spirit of a nation.

Sunday, November 22nd at 7:00 PM

We are honoured to have

TAL BRODY
GOODWILL AMBASSADOR
OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL, 

as our Special Guest.

Join us for an inspiring evening that will
also afford us the opportunity of recognizing 
and acknowledging the many Calgary alumni 

who have participated in the
Maccabiah Games over the years.

Proudly Co-Sponsored by the
JEWISH COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

OF CALGARY

EXCLUSIVE
SNEAK PREVIEW!
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SPECIAL THANKS TO...
Tom Alexander, Toronto
Rivka Babai, Jerusalem

Jordan Balaban
Ze’ev Berger

Ron Brouwer, Oil City Press Ltd.
Teresa DiMartino, New York

Ruth Diskin, Jerusalem
Anja Dziersk, Berlin
Elodie Dupont, Paris

Ela Elbaz, Tel Aviv
Sandra Fayerman, JNF

Neil Friedman, Santa Monica, CA
Amanda Gauvin, Toronto

Dov Gil-Har, Tel Aviv
Becky Gillig, Waltham, MA

Tom Goldman, Sydney, Australia
Hedva Goldschmidt, Jerusalem

Dana Goren, Tel Aviv
Omer Har-Shai, Israel

Diana Kalef, CJF

Wendy Kennelly, JCFC
Barb & Ron Krell

Ilana Krygier Lapides, CJF
Justin McMaster

Esther Migdal, Jewish Free Press
Alex Neufeld, ACA Audio-Visual

Christian Orme, Homes by Avi
Justyna Potocki

Joyce Ritter, Israeli Consulate, Toronto
Agi Romer-Segal, JHSSA

Ben Saari, Santa Monica, CA
Cara Saposnik, Jerusalem

DJ Schneeweiss, Consul General of Israel, 
Toronto

Judy Shapiro, CJF
Adam Silver, CJF

Rebecca Singh, Israeli Consulate, Toronto
Hadar Taylor-Shechter, Jerusalem

Pam Wolfman, Vancouver

BETH TZEDEC STAFF
Max Lipsman, Executive Director

Yolanda Cea
Karen Emmons
Tracy Forman

Teresa Sofocleous
Stefan Gadja

Stewart Braun
Bill Barkai

Ken Wilson
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Original Art By

Lily Rosenberg
“Bow River, Banff”
Triptych, 63” x 28” 

Artwork will be on display at the Festival.
lilyrosenberg613@gmail.com   •   www.lilyrosenberg.com



Be Bold
Be Brave 
Be Ready

Own Your Future

www.westislandcollege.ab.ca     
7410 Blackfoot Trail SE     
403.255.5300

Grades 7 to 12

Health Sciences
Business & 
Engineering Institutes

French Immersion &
French and Spanish as a 
Second Language

Advanced Placement
Fine Arts
Leadership
International Studies
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ADMISSION TO THE FESTIVAL

A PASS FOR THE ENTIRE FESTIVAL
Includes all films, guest speakers and receptions

$75 per person prior to November 7th
 ($85 at the door)

SINGLE SESSION
One full afternoon or evening of films

$20 per person

COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY STUDENTS
$20 for the entire festival

CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Free

All films will be screened at the
BETH TZEDEC CONGREGATION

1325 Glenmore Trail S.W.

Festival Passes may be purchased at the synagogue office.

 Please call:
403-255-8688

Or visit us online at:
www.CalgaryJewishFilmFestival.com 
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FESTIVAL AT A GLANCE

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7
 7:00 pm Rock In The Red Zone
      
  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8
 1:00 pm Raise The Roof
 2:45 pm Partner With The Enemy
 4:00 pm The Muses Of Bashevis Singer
 7:15 pm Apples From The Desert

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10
 7:00 pm Nicky’s Family

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14
 7:00 pm Once In A Lifetime
 9:15 pm The Farewell Party

  
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15

 1:00 pm The Polgar Variant
 2:20 pm Every Face Has A Name
 3:50 pm Brundibar Revisited
 7:15 pm Sabena Hijacking – My Version

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21
 7:00 pm To Life! (Auf Das Leben)
 8:50 pm Dough

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22
 1:00 pm Deli Man
 2:45 pm The Green Prince
 7:00 pm On The Map (Exclusive Sneak Preview)
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